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TO  MY  GRANDCHILDREN 

and  to  those  who  may  later  add  to  their 
joyous  company. 
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OUR  FOREBEARS 

From  the  Earliest  Times  to  the  First  Half  of  the 

Year  1940 

“It  is  indeed  a  desirable  thing  to  be  well  de¬ 
scended  but  the  glory  belongs  to  our  An¬ 
cestors’'  (Plutarch). 

“A  people  which  takes  no  pride  in  the  noble 
achievements  of  remote  ancestors  will  never 
achieve  anything  to  be  remembered,  with 
pride,  by  remote  descendants ”  (Lord  Macau- 
lay). 

“To  forget  one’s  Ancestors  is  to  be  a  brook 
without  a  source,  a  tree  without  a  root ” 
(Anonymous). 

“I  am  one  of  those  who  holds  to  the  safety 
which  grows  fro?n  honest  ancestors  and  purity 
of  blood”  (Henry  Clay). 

“They  sought  their  register  among  those 
that  were  reckoned  by  genealogy ,  but  it  was 
not  found;  wherefore ,  were  they,  as  polluted, 
put  from  the  priesthood ”  (Nchcniiah  Book  VII 
of  die  Rebuilding  of  Jerusalem). 
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Our  Forebears 


The  sentiments  thus  expressed  should  dis¬ 
cover  a  quick  and  sympathetic  response,  not 
merely  as  the  subject  touches  at  variant  angles 
an  individual  interest,  but  as  it  alFects  directly 
and  essentially  the  weal  of  our  children  and 
of  our  children’s  children. 

As  was  Napoleon,  one  may  be  his  own  an¬ 
cestor,  or  like  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune,  hence  this  brief  survey 
is  designed  to  arouse  no  unbecoming  pride  of 
birth,  but  rather  to  excite  a  worthy  spirit  of 
emulation. 

Every  form  of  knowledge  in  every  depart¬ 
ment  of  life’s  activities  that  adds,  however 
slightly,  to  a  man’s  mental  and  spiritual  equip¬ 
ment  is  properly  to  be  cultivated.  The  more 
exact  and  immediate  the  knowledge,  the  better 
does  it  assist  in  enlarging  the  understanding. 
If  properly  assimilated  and  judiciously  em¬ 
ployed,  the  facts  here  collated  may  teach  vari¬ 
ous  salutary  lessons,  and  at  the  same  time  may 
tend  to  reveal  certain  prudent  courses  to  be 
pursued  in  the  conduct  of  our  personal  lives. 

Throughout  this  record  there  is  one  out- 
standing  and  impressive  feature:  the  service 
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rendered  by  our  forebears  to  the  cause  of 
Freedom  and  to  our  Country’s  political  In¬ 
tegrity.  In  the  Revolution  of  ’76  Bouviers, 
Ewings,  Griffiths,  Lindsays  and  Maslins  par¬ 
ticipated,  moved,  as  it  would  appear,  solely  by 
the  spirit  of  devotion  to  personal  and  political 
liberty. 

In  the  succeeding  century,  when  our  Coun¬ 
try  was  in  peril  of  dissolution  through  the 
internecine  strife  of  ’61,  a  Bouvicr  took  up 
arms  for  its  preservation,  while  in  the  century 
following,  that  witnessed  the  cataclysmic  con¬ 
flict  of  1914,  and  more  particularly  in  1917- 
1918,  wherever  the  American  forces  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  “making  the  world  safe  for  Democ¬ 
racy,”  Bouviers  again  volunteered  their  mili¬ 
tary  services  and  were  valiantly  engaged  in 
the  struggle  for  their  country’s  weal.  It  is  a 
satisfying  record,  in  great  measure  unique  and 
at  all  times  inspiring. 

There  now  will  be  examined  with  relative 
brevity  the  descent  through  the  following: 

The  agnate:  Bouvicr-]' ernou-Limls ay 

Flic  distal:  Ewing-GriHith-Maslin, 
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BOU  VIER 


The  “Armorial  tie  Dauphine”  describes  the 
family  of  Bouvier  as  an  “ancient  house  of 
Fontaine  near  Grenoble,”  and  proceeds  to  state 
that  Antoine  Bouvier  lived  in  1410;  that  Fran- 
gois  Bouvier  was  a  counsellor  in  Parliament 
in  1553,  who  died  in  all  probability  between 
1560  and  1565. 

A  daughter  Dauphine  Bouvier  intermarried 
with  one  Frangois  Reynaud  of  Grenoble,  a 
celebrated  lawyer  in  Parliament  about  1620.1 

Arms:  “d’azur  au  lion  d’or;  au  chef  de 
meme  charge  de  trois  huchets  de 
gueules.” 

I.  Georges  Bouvier  was  born  at  Grenoble  in 
the  year  1698  and  married,  about  1719,  Gas- 
parde  Agnalus  who  predeceased  him  in  the 
year  1752.  Georges  died  in  1754. 

Of  this  union  there  was  born  a  son  Fran¬ 
cois.2 

1  Francois  Reynaud  was  ennobled  in  1009  and  his  son 
Picric  left  a  daughter  who  was  living  in  1080. 

2  It  may  be  observed  that  the  given  name  Francois 
has,  since  the  day  of  Francois  Bouvier  Counsellor  in 
Parliament  in  the  year  1593  been  borne  by  some  Bou* 
vicr  in  the  generations  succeeding. 
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II.  Frangois  Bouvier  was  born  at  Grenoble 
in  the  year  1721,  and  married  Benoit  Reppelin , 
born  in  1730,  the  daughter  of  jean  Reppelin 
and  Marguerite  Buisson,  all  of  Grenoble,  on 
the  26th  day  of  April  1753.  He  died  in  1773. 
His  wife,  who  survived  him,  married  for  a 
second  time  one  Pierre  Beagiic  of  Grenoble 
who  died  March  23,  1775,  his  widow  living 
but  one  day  after  his  death. 

Hie  Reppelin  name  is  distinguished  in  the 
“Armorial  of  Dauphinc”.  It  is  variously  spelled 
Repellin  or  Repel  in,  an  ancient  family  of 
St.  Egreve,  near  Grenoble.  According  to  the 
“Armorial”  Aymar  and  Claude  Dc  Reppelin, 
brothers,  lived  at  St.  Egreve  and  were  con¬ 
firmed  in  their  nobility  among  the  inhabitants 
of  St.  Robert  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  of 
March  Dili,  1161. 

Aymar  was  one  of  the  Seigneurs  of  Saffenage. 
He  was  followed  in  1485  by  J deques,  Baron 
of  Salfenage  (dispenser  of  relief  at  the  Court 
of  Saluces),  and  by  Justel  dc  Reppelin  who 
took  part  in  1525  in  the  Battle  of  Pavia. 
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Our  Lore  bears 


Aymar,  above  named,  was  a  descendant  of 
Urban  de  Reppelin,  who  left  him  surviving  in 
1670  Helene  de  Madinat  his  widow  and  Jean 
and  Gaspard  his  sons. 

Jean  de  Reppelin  was  an  equerry  and  first 
counsel  of  Grenoble  in  1704.  He  was  confirmed 
in  his  nobility  in  1705. 

Arms:  “d’argent  a  neuf  clochettes  de  sable 
3-3-3;  au  lion  de  gueules  brochant 
sur  le  tout/' 

Another  branch  bore  the  arms: 

“d’or  au  lion  de  sable.” 

The  issue  of  the  union  of  Francois  Bouvier 
and  Benoit  Reppelin  were  the  following: 

Pierre  Joseph,  born  May  6th,  1754; 

Claude,  born  April  6th,  1755; 

Fmngois,  born  June  9th,  1756; 

Jeanne,  born  June  21,  1757; 

Andre  Eustache,  born  May  29,  1758; 

Pierre  Joseph  married  Antoinette  Gautier 
on  Nov.  6th,  1780. 

Francois  married  Frangoise  Brunet,  widow 
of  Joseph  Reynaud  on  November  6th,  1789, 
and  lived  for  some  years  in  the  Commune  of 
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Colins,  about  23  kilometers  from  Grenoble,  to 
which  city,  however,  they  finally  returned. 

111.  Andre  Eustache  married  Theresc  Mer¬ 
rier,  daughter  of  Joseph  Merrier  and  Anne 
Trintignan  at  Pont  St.  Esprit,  February  3rd, 
1789.  Theresc  died  Nov.  9th,  1828,  and  Andre 
Eustache  took  for  his  second  wife,  one  Louise 
Perbos  on  January  7th,  1829.  He  died  May  12, 
1835. 

Of  the  union  between  Andre  Eustache  and 
Therese  Mercier  there  was  born  a  son  Michel.1 

1  Consult  extracts  of  the  birth  of  Andre  Eustache 
homier,  described  as  “the  legitimate  son  of  Francois 
Bouvicr,  merchant,  and  Benoit  Reppclin,”  from  the 
Certificate  of  Registry  of  the  Civil  State  of  the  Com¬ 
mune  of  Grenoble,  Parish  of  St.  Laurent,  issued  Au¬ 
gust  22nd,  1906. 

Agreement  to  marry  of  Andre  Eustache  Bouvicr  and 
Theresc  Merrier  dated  January  Kith,  1789,  with  No¬ 
tarial  Certificate  executed  and  acknowledged  at  Font 
St.  Esprit  January  21th,  1789. 

Certificate  of  Marriage  of  Andre  Eustache  Bouvicr 
and  Theresc  Mercier  dated  February  3rd,  1789,  and  ex¬ 
tract  of  Registry  of  tbe  Civil  State  of  the  Commune  of 
Pont  St.  Esprit,  issued  by  (he  Clerk  of  the  Civil  Tri¬ 
bunal  of  IJ/es. 

Extracts  of  the  second  marriage  of  Andr6  Eustache 
Bouvicr  to  Louise  Pet  bos  and  of  the  birth  of  Michel 
Bouvicr,  as  well  as  of  the  decease  of  Benoit  Reppclin 
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Our  Forebears 


The  history  of  our  family  on  both  the  agnate 
and  distaf  sides  reveals  its  active  participation 
in  the  War  of  the  American  Revolution.  No 
less  than  24  Bouviers  accompanied  the  French 
forces  to  America  and  fought  for  this  country’s 
independence.* 1 

It  is  doubtful  if  any  one  of  the  Bouviers  spe¬ 
cifically  named  in  “Lcs  Combattants  Fran^ais 
de  la  Guerre  Amcricaine”  may  be  regarded 

on  March  25th,  1775,  from  the  Clerk’s  several  cer¬ 
tificates. 

1  Consult:  “Lcs  Combattants  Fran^ais  de  la  Guerre 
Amcricaine  1778-1783,”  published  by  the  French  Min¬ 
istry  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  issued  by  the  58th  Con¬ 
gress,  Second  Session,  Senate  Document  No.  77  at  page 
373. 

While  there  is  no  specific  reference  therein  to  an 
Andre  Eustache  Iiouvier,  there  are,  however,  references 
to  a  Francois,  page  181,  a  Pierre,  pages  217,  232,  and 
a  Claude,  pages  271-282. 

Of  the  Claudes  one  was  of  the  “Regiment  de  Sois- 
sonnais,”  two  Battalions  whereof  embarked  at  Brest 
on  the  6th  day  of  April,  1780,  with  the  Count  tie 
Rochambcau  with  whom  they  participated  in  the 
principal  operations  against  the  enemy  down  to  the 
siege  of  Yorktown. 

A  Joseph  Bouvicr  was  of  the  Navy  aboard  the  ship 
Hector  (1781-1782)  under  the  general  command  of 
the  Comte  d’Estaing.  Joseph  appears  to  have  come 
from  Saint-Malo. 
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as  our  direct  ancestor.  Nevertheless,  the  tradi¬ 
tions  of  the  family  are  unbroken,  definite,  con¬ 
vincing;  in  fine  there  appears  to  exist  no  room 
for  doubt  that  Andre  Eustache  Bouvicr  fought 
for  American  Independence  under  Captain 
Savournin  of  the  Regiment  Grenoble  (Artil¬ 
lery). 

At  the  surrender  of  York  town  (October  19th 
1781)  there  were  four  regiments  under  the 
command  of  Rochambeau  to  which,  among 
others,  had  been  added  the  Regiment  Grenoble 
of  Captain  Savournin.  At  this  time  Andre 
Eustache  Bouvier  of  Grenoble  was  22  years 
of  age,  just  in  his  fighting  prime. 

Rochambeau’s  army,  or  most  of  it,  had  re¬ 
turned  by  1783  to  France  and  included 
therein,— so  family  tradition  declares,— was 
Andre  Eustache.  It  was  not  until  G  years  there¬ 
after  and  at  the  age  of  31  years  that  he  married. 

These  facts,  in  so  far  as  the  dates  of  mar¬ 
riage,  birth  and  military  emprises  are  con¬ 
cerned,  unequivocally  confirm  the  family  tra¬ 
dition.  Nor  must  it  be  permitted  to  escape  that 
Eustache  Bouvier  was  born  at  Grenoble,  that 
Savournin’s  regiment  was  of  Grenoble,  and 
that  Eustache  was  of  military  age,  recruited 


ir 


4fj  n)  94ii  fnlmv‘j/1  .h>j  *)iio  mii  >  mo  *r. 
-ncp  bf>  .rriA'Uin  i  an:  ylimi;!  *jf!»  lo  -noil 

fill*  II  3  i  !  '  i  .M*  "i  :  ,»  / 

j'i  •  ,}  aibnw  i  v  I;  >\  u.iij  Icluob  u»l 

*li  nJ.)  alcknijiO  aib  to  imiv/cwa?. 

JM 


>•' j  ■  ;  hj  i  ri J  j/  .nil  juov  rii> 


•  )  1o 


.pw  'uq  3m  it  tad  <i(i  n »  Miij  %'j%*  to 


/.  ;  - ,,  ;  no;  b  i  vibrio! 

am  Tit;  ’riLJi  m  bm  if  Slid 

•fill  y!i  ‘ikJ  orfj  irnrtrKT)  vHin>-  'i/pjnu  .b'jfrtja 
jtdj  oJ  2'>0Jli«n*j^ti  o*>  )i  on-  •  ^  nri  ib 

)•  -  ■  f<  it  J’i  * )  a  ri  ni  <i 

i.tt  in-..ii«i*pi  \  fjnnijovfiX 
')  ,:'»J  »  m  .  )yj  Ml.*;  Hr  1*.  .  »l!  I,.:  J 


12 


Our  Forebears 


from  a  city  strongly  in  sympathy  with  Amer¬ 
ica’s  struggle  for  freedom.1 

IV.  Michel  Bouvier,  son  of  Andre  Eustache 
Bouvier  and  Therese  Mercier,  was  born  at 
Pont  St.  Esprit,  of  the  Commune  of  Pont  St. 
Esprit,  France,  on  March  2,  1792.  Ele  migrated 
to  America  in  1814-15,  shortly  prior  to  the 
signing  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  after  Jo¬ 
seph  Bonaparte,  his  friend,  who  in  the  year 
succeeding  his  abdication  in  1813  had  come 
to  the  United  States.  Michel  Bouvier  settled 
permanently  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  died 
June  9,  1874,  a  man  of  large  wealth  and  of  dis¬ 
tinguished  social  and  civic  influence. 

On  the  2nd  day  of  May,  1821,  he  was  duly 
elected  a  member  of  the  Volunteer  Infantry 
Company,  called  the  “Stale  Fencibles’’,  2nd 
Company  attached  to  the  1st  Division  P.M., 
and  served  as  a  member  of  this  Corps  for  seven 
successive  years.2 

He  married,  June  4,  1822,  Sarah  Ann  Pear¬ 
son.  The  latter  was  born  on  the  1st  of  April, 

‘The  French  government  has  lost  or  destroyed  the 
Savoumin  Rosier. 

2  Date  of  certificate  June  11.  1031,  at  Philadelphia, 
signed  by  J.  Murray,  Captain. 
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1806,  and  died  in  Philadelphia  the  22nd  of  De¬ 
cember  1826.  The  issue  of  this  marriage  were: 

Eustache  Bouvier  (unmarried),  born  June  4, 
1824,  died  December  2,  1886. 

Therese  E.  Bouvier  (widow  of  Jonathan  Pat¬ 
terson),  born  July  12,  1826,  married  November, 
1848,  died  Sept.  27,  1916. 

Thereafter,  and  on  the  29th  of  May,  1828, 
Michel  Bouvier  married  Louise  C.  Vernou, 
born  March  29,  1811,  died  October  5,  1872, 
the  daughter  of  John  Vernou  and  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Clifford  Lindsay,  widow  of  Francis  Savoy. 

Of  this  marriage  the  following  children  were 
born: 

Elizabeth  C.  Bouvier  (wife  of  Joseph  E.  Dix¬ 
on),  born  October  9,  1829,  died  May  7,  1884 

Louise  A.  Bouvier  (a  Religious  of  the  “Sa¬ 
cred  Heart”  for  50  years),  born  March  12,  1831, 
died  April  26,  1902 

Emma  M.  Bouvier  (wife  of  Francis  A. 
Drexel),  born  May  18,  1833,  died  January  20, 
1883 

Zenaidc  S.  Bouvier,  born  January  31,  1835, 
died  February  7,  1914 

Alrxiue  E.  Bouvier,  born  July  12,  1837,  died 
Oc  tober  30,  1914 
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Mary  H.  Bouvicr,  born  January  8,  1841,  died 
November  23,  1931 

John  V .  Bouvicr ,  born  March  25,  1843,  died 
January  2,  1920 

Josephine  M.  Bouvier ,  born  1845,  died  April 
22,  1847 

Michel  C.  Bouvier,  born  April  8,  1847,  died 
July  29,  1935 

Joseph  A.  Bouvier,  born  April  9,  1852,  died 
February  12,  1850 

The  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia  rendered  to  Michel 
Bouvicr  the  eponymous  honor  of  Bouvier 
Street  regarding  the  history  whereof  the  fol¬ 
lowing  official  extract  is  of  peculiar  interest. 

“Bouvier  Street  was  the  intermediate  Street  be¬ 
tween  1 7 ill  and  18th  streets,  and  extended  North 
and  South  from  Jefferson  Street  to  Columbia  Ave¬ 
nue,  upon  said  plan.  The  said  street  between  the 
points  named  was  dedicated  to  the  City  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  by  deed  dated  June  26,  1867  and  recorded 
in  Deed  Book  W.M.G.  316  page  424  etc.  and  was 
signed  by  the  said  officers. 

The  Select  and  Common  Councils,  by  an  ordi¬ 
nance  approved  Dec.  27,  1895  authorized  and  di¬ 
rected  the  Department  of  Public  Works  to  revise 
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and  change  the  names  of  intermediate  streets,  mak¬ 
ing  all  streets  running  in  the  same  direction  and 
of  the  same  relative  position  main  or  through 
streets,  uniform  in  name. 

The  Committee  having  charge  of  the  change  of 
names  fixed  upon  that  of  "Bouvier”  for  the  inter¬ 
mediate  street,  between  17th  and  18th  streets, 
where  there  was  one  street  and  where  there  were 
two  or  more  streets,  Bouvier  Street  would  be  the 
first  street  east  of  18th  street.  The  changes  were 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Surveyors,  February  2j, 
1807.”1 

The  obituaries  at  the  time  of  Michel  Bou- 
vier’s  demise  filled  the  leading  newspapers  of 
Philadelphia. 

"Philadelphia  has  again  sustained  a  loss  in  the 
death  of  one  of  its  best  known  citizens,  Michel 
Bouvier,  Esq.,  who  died  this  morning  at  his  palatial 
residence,  No.  1210  North  Broad  Street,  aged 
eighty-four  years. 

Mr.  Bouvier  was  a  native  of  St.  Esprit,  in  France, 
and  at  an  early  age  developed  great  talents  in  many 
praiseworthy  ways,  lie  entered  in  the  military  serv¬ 
ice  of  his  native  land  at  a  very  early  age,  and 
served  under  the  great  Napoleon  in  many  engage- 

1  Letter  dated  December  20lh,  1020  from  \V.  W.  Hill 
Registrar  to  frank  \V.  Short,  Budget  Clerk,  ollice  of 
the  Mayor,  City  Hall,  Philadelphia,  l’enn. 
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ments.  When  Joseph  Bonaparte,  the  ex-King  of 
Spain,  had  settled  in  Bordentown,  N.J.,  Mr.  Bou- 
vier  came  to  America  and  landed  in  Philadelphia, 
and  found,  in  the  monarch  retired  from  business, 
a  kind  and  generous  patron  and  friend. 

Mr.  Bouvier  lived  lor  many  years  in  Front 
Street,  above  Walnut,  and  was  the  last,  wc  believe, 
to  surrender  to  the  inroads  of  business  wants  in 
that  vicinity.  He  always  was  systematic  in  all  the 
transactions  of  his  life,  and  was  methodical  to  an 
unusual  degree.  He  was  married  twice,  and  had 
several  children,  one  of  whom  married  the  eminent 
banker,  Francis  A.  Drexel,  Kscj.,  of  Drcxcl  &  Co. 
Another,  a  son,  is  engaged  in  banking  in  New  York. 
Mr.  Bouvier  was  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Masonic  brotherhood,  and  for  many  years  was 
treasurer  of  Lodge  No.  51,  A.Y.M.,  from  which 
position  he  resigned  several  years  ago.  He  also  was 
ever  active  in  the  councils  of  the  French  Benevo¬ 
lent  Society,  and  look  a  very  active,  but  unostenta¬ 
tious  part  as  almoner  of  its  charities.  He  was  a 
warm  friend,  and  liberal  in  many  ways,  but  avoided 
all  display  and  disliked  any  allusion  to  any  charity 
he  did.  He  was  an  excellent  judge  ol  investments 
and  his  securities  were  all  of  the  most  approved  and 
best  character.  He  leaves  a  very  large  lortune. 
(Evening  Telegram) 

“The  late  Michael  Bouvier.— Within  a  few 
months  out  city  has  lost  by  death  some  of  its  most 
distinguished  and  enterprising  cili/ens.  Joseph 
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Harrison,  Richard  Norris,  Asa  Whitney  have  been 
called  away,  and  on  the  ninth  of  this  month  we 
had  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Michael  Bouvier. 
Mr.  Bouvier  was  a  native  of  France,  from  which 
he  emigrated  at  a  very  early  period  of  his  life.  Re¬ 
taining  if)  the  last  a  strong  affection  for  the  land 
of  his  fathers,  he  was  devotedly  attached  to  the 
institutions  of  his  adopted  country,  in  whose 
growth  and  welfare  he  always  took  the  deepest 
interest.  As  a  business  man,  Mr.  Bouvier  had  few 
superiors.  He  was  the  pioneer  importer  on  a  large 
scale  of  Italian  marble  and  costly  woods  for  cabinet 
work  into  this  country.  Bold  and  enterprising  in 
his  business,  he  was  a  man  of  the  most  inflexible 
integrity,  and  the  character  he  has  left  behind  him 
—an  honorable  and  upright  man,  loving  his  God, 
and  dealing  with  his  neighbor  as  he  would  wish  to 
be  dealt  by— is  the  most  cherished  patrimony  of 
his  children.  During  his  lifetime  he  took  a  lively 
interest  in  a  number  of  benevolent  associations, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  the  President  of 
the  French  Benevolent  Society  of  this  city.”  (Phila¬ 
delphia  Ledger) 

‘‘Mr.  Michel  Bouvier,  formerly  engaged  extensive¬ 
ly  in  veneer  manufacturing  in  this  city,  died  at  his 
residence,  No.  1210  North  Broad  Street,  yesterday 
morning,  aged  81  years.  Mr.  Bouvier  was  a  native 
of  France,  and  in  his  early  manhood  served  credit¬ 
ably  in  the  military  service  of  his  country.  He  came 
to  this  city  about  the  time  that  Joseph  Bonaparte, 
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ex-King  of  Spain,  settled  in  Bordentown,  N.J.,  and 
always  remained  on  intimate  terms  with  the  latter, 
who  was  his  warm  friend.  Mr.  Bouvier  was  several 
years  ago  prominent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and 
was  treasurer  of  Lodge  No.  51.  He  was  an  active 
and  zealous  member  also  of  the  French  Benevolent 
Society.  His  fortune  is  very  large.”  ( Philadelphia  In¬ 
quirer) 

Similar  notices  appeared  in  the  Philadelphia 
Record,  Press  and  Sunday  Mercury,  respec¬ 
tively. 

One  eulogy  in  particular  signed  “Senex” 
should  be  stressed.  It  commences  with  a  quo¬ 
tation  from  the  poet  Lamartine: 

“Ces  contemporains  de  nos  ames, 

Ces  mains  qu’enchainait  noire  main, 

Ces  fibres,  ces  amis,  ces  femmes, 

Nous  abandonneut  cn  chemin.” 

and  in  part  reads: 

“Some  weeks  have  passed  since  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Michel  Bouvier  laid  his  body  in  the  tomb  with 
such  expression  of  feeling  as  showed  how  strong 
a  hold  had  the  social  virtues  of  the  deceased  taken 
upon  their  affections. 

Mr.  Bouvier's  various  excellent  qualities  have 
been  made  the  theme  of  most  gratifying  eulogy;  so 
that  additional  commendation,  unless  connected 
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with  some  specialty  of  his  character  or  life,  might 
be  deemed  superogatory. 

I  knew  Mr.  Bouvier  for  many  years,  and  shared 
in  his  social  intercourse,  and  had  means  of  estimat¬ 
ing  his  love  and  practice  ol  charity.  I  mean  his 
performance  of  those  good  acts  which  are  the  ex¬ 
ponents  of  the  true  principles  of  charity— those  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  needy  which  express  a  deep  and 
abiding  love  of  man,  springing  from  a  love  of  God. 

But  these  are  points  in  Mr.  Bouvier's  life  and  in 
his  experience  which  seem  to  deserve  a  little  more 
attention  than  they  have  received  from  his  eulo- 

Sists-  *  *  *  * 

Mr.  Bouvier,  in  dying,  left  for  disposition,  what 
would,  when  he  was  a  young  man,  have  been  re¬ 
garded  as  a  palatial  fortune.  Yet  he  commenced 
his  career  with  none  of  that  patrimony  which  too 
often  is  the  cause  of  early  death  or  miserable  old 
age. 

Mr.  Bouvier  commenced  business  with  the  grand 
capital  of  integrity,  industry,  economy,  enterprise 
and  perseverance.  These  were  remarkable  ingredi¬ 
ents  in  his  character  as  a  business  man.  And  lie 
possessed  and  strengthened  by  exercise  a  strong 
sense  of  right.  Rallying  under  one  difficulty  he  ac¬ 
quired  faith  in  his  ability  to  enter  upon  undertak¬ 
ings  which  involved  greater  risk  and  demanded 
augmented  knowledge  of  men  and  business. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  Bouvier  diminished  the  harassings  of  busi- 
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ness  with  the  undisturbed  peace  of  domestic  inter¬ 
course,  and  had  a  pride  in  acknowledging  that 
whatever  of  success  followed  well  laid  plans  of 
trade,  all  that  succeeded  was  sweetened  if  not  in¬ 
creased  by  the  cordial  home  participation  in  its 
benefits  and  generally  in  its  means. 

Mr.  Jlouvier,  though  active  and  punctual,  not 
alone  in  his  extensive  business  engagements,  but  in 
social  and  charitable  intercourse,  found  yet  his 
highest  enjoyment  in  the  family  circle.  His  house 
was  the  home  of  his  heart,  lie  loved  the  paths  of 
commerce,  and  of  social  companionship,  but  with 
him  they  were  all  connected  with  home. 

#  *  #  * 

And  if  I  have  said  that  no  well  regulated  mind 
can  regard  mere  pecuniary  success  as  the  highest 
reward  of  business  exertion,  I  may  add,  to  prove 
that  devotion  to,  and  success  in  business,  is  not 
incompatible  with  the  richest  domestic  enjoyments, 
that  Mr.  Bouvier  found  the  opportunity  of  enjoy¬ 
ing  the  wealth  he  had  acquired,  in  the  affectionate 
devotion  of  an  accomplished  wife,  and  in  the  lov¬ 
ing  obedience  of  numerous  children,  not  one  of 
whom  fails  to  reflect  the  social,  domestic  and 
Christian  Graces  in  which  they  were  reared.”1 


1  This  obituary  was  written  by  Joseph  R.  Chandler, 
F.sq.,  a  lifelong  friend  of  Michel  homier,  and  was 
after  its  translation  into  French,  printed  and  privately 
circulated. 
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Upon  his  daughter’s,  Mary  H.  Bouvier’s 
death  the  Philadelphia  Ledger  published  on 
November  25th,  1931,  the  following  passages— 

“A  most  unusual  funeral  ceremony  occurred  a 
few  days  ago  in  Philadelphia,  and  it  passed,  un¬ 
observed  by  the  city’s  millions. 

In  the  old  family  vault  in  ancient  St.  Mary’s 
Catholic  Church  was  entombed  die  body  of  Miss 
Mary  Howell  Bouvier,  aged  more  than  90  years. 

Unusual  for  the  reason  that  decades  pass  without 
a  single  burial  in  that  venerable  “God’s  acre.” 
But  in  more  than  one  way  the  death  of  Miss 
Bouvier  drew  aside  the  curtain  concealing  a  re¬ 
markable  past. 

Her  grandfather  was  a  French  soldier  who  wit¬ 
nessed  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  Yorktown. 

Her  father  was  a  youthful  soldier  in  France 
during  the  many  wars  of  Napoleon,  but  he  came 
to  Philadelphia  in  1817. 

Bouvier  street  is  a  memorial  of  that  entet pris¬ 
ing  man  who  made  this  city  his  home  for  many 
years.” 

J 

♦  #  #  * 

“One  of  Miss  Bouvier’s  sisters  was  Mrs.  Francis 
A.  Drexel. 

Francis  was  a  brother  of  A.  J.  Drexel.  long  the 
powerful  head  of  the  Drexel  banking  firm  and 
the  senior  partner  of  the  elder  j.  Picrpont  Morgan. 

Miss  Bouvier’s  three  Drexel  nieces,  daughters 
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of  Francis  A.  Drexel,  were  notable  women  in  this 
city.  One  is  Mrs.  Edward  de  Morrell,  whose  hus¬ 
band  was  horseman,  Congressman,  Select  Council¬ 
man  and  often  described  as  the  handsomest  man 
in  Philadelphia. 

Another  was  the  wife  of  Walter  George  Smith, 
and  the  third  was  the  more  celebrated  Mother 
Katharine,  whose  millions  of  inherited  wealth  were 
lavishly  poured  forth  in  charitable  deeds. 

Miss  Bouvier  was  a  baby  in  Philadelphia  during 
that  hectic  log  cabin  and  hard  cider  campaign  for 
Tippecanoe  Harrison  in  18*10.” 

Of  his  son,  Michel  C.  Bouvier,  it  were  appro¬ 
priate  to  include  the  lines  written  on  the  oc¬ 
casion  of  his  eighty-first  birthday  anniversary: 

‘‘Everything  he  did  became  his  best,” 

This  Caput  Nili  of  them  all. 

Who  if  the  truth  were  but  confessed, 

Hath  won  his  niche  in  Honor’s  Hall. 

Preux  Chevalier  and  kindliest  friend, 

Who  is  "sans  peur  et  sans  reproche”, 

To  him  rich  Araby’s  gilts  I’d  send, 

Nor  yet  on  adequacy  encroach. 

Brighter  jewels  doth  he  possess, 

Than  set  in  coronets  of  peers, 

Since  no  man  can  the  worth  assess, 

Of  one  and  eighty  splendid  years. 
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Upon  the  day  of  his  death  July  29th,  1935, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Relations  of  the 
New  York  Stock  Exchange  prepared  for  “im¬ 
mediate  release”  the  following: 

“Michel  C.  Bouvier,  of  M  West  46th  Street,  New 
York  City,  oldest  member  of  the  New  York  Stock 
Exchange  in  seniority,  died  this  morning  at  his 
summer  home  in  Narraganset,  Rhode  Island,  in  his 
eighty-ninth  year.  The  immediate  cause  of  his 
death  was  pneumonia,  although  Mr.  Bouvier  had 
been  failing  since  a  serious  heart  attack  last  De¬ 
cember. 

Mr.  Bouvier  has  been  a  member  of  the  Stock 
Exchange  since  June  25,  1809,  and  until  the  last 
year  had  been  active  on  the  floor,  where  he  repre¬ 
sented  his  firm,  M.  C.  Bouvier  fk  Co.  Me  was 
known  as  the  dean  of  Wall  Street  brokers,  and, 
until  recent  months,  was  a  daily  attendant  on  the 
floor  of  the  Exchange. 

Born  in  Philadelphia  April  8th,  1817,  the  son 
of  Michel  and  Louise  C.  (Vernon)  Bouvier,  Mr. 
Bouvier  attended  Catholic  Schools  in  Philadelphia, 
coming  to  New  York  as  a  young  man  to  become 
associated  with  his  brother,  John  V.,  who  was  at 
that  time  a  member  of  the  Stock  Exchange.  At  the 
age  of  22  Mr.  Bouvier  bought  his  own  “scat”  on 
the  Exchange  and  several  years  later  formed  the 
Stock  Exchange  firm  of  Bouvier  &  Wallace.  In 
1898  the  name  of  the  firm  was  changed  to  M.  C. 
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Bouvier  8c  Co.,  with  the  admission  of  John  V. 
Bouvicr,  Jr.,  to  the  partnership.  Mr.  John  V. 
Bouvier,  Jr.,  retired  from  the  firm  in  1918  and 
Russel  A.  Coykcndall  and  John  G.  Bishop,  both 
of  whom  had  been  associated  with  the  film  for 
many  years,  were  admitted  to  partnership. 

Mr.  Bouvier  restricted  his  business  interests  to 
his  Stock  Exchange  firm  and  refused  numerous 
oilers  to  join  the  directorates  of  some  of  the 
larger  corporations.  Me  maintained  extensive  in¬ 
terests,  however,  in  Catholic  charities  to  which  he 
was  a  generous  contributor. 

In  1880,  shortly  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
Mr.  Bouvier,  who  was  a  bachelor,  established  a 
home  at  14  West  46th  Street,  where  he  lived  for 
many  years  with  three  unmarried  sisters,  Zcnaidc, 
who  died  in  1914  at  the  age  of  79;  Alexine,  who 
died  in  1914  at  the  age  of  77,  and  Mary,  who  died 
in  1931  at  the  age  of  91.  Mis  sisters  spent  their  lives 
in  visiting,  daily,  various  hospitals,  police  courts 
and  charily  wards.  When  his  sister  Mary  died  it  was 
lound  that  she  had  more  than  fifty  private  pen¬ 
sioners,  contacts  she  had  made  in  her  charity  work, 
whom  she  solely  supported,  ller  brother  continued 
the  payments  she  had  previously  made. 

Mr.  Bouvier  was  co-trustee  of  the  estate  of  his 
father,  who  died  in  Philadelphia  in  1874,  leaving 
ten  children.  His  father  at  one  time  held  grants 
to  800,000  acres  of  land  in  West  Virginia,  including 
valuable  coal  lands,  and  at  his  death  held  more 
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than  60  acres  of  land  within  the  corporate  limits 
of  Philadelphia,  the  liquidation  and  administra¬ 
tion  of  which  was  largely  in  the  hands  of  M.  C. 
Bouvicr. 

Mr.  Bouvicr  is  survived  by  three  nephews.  Major 
John  Vernon  Bouvicr,  Jr.,  of  New  York;  John  B. 
Patterson  and  Harry  1).  Patterson,  of  Philadelphia; 
three  nieces,  Mrs.  Charles  Harper  Walsh,  of  Past 
Orange,  N.J.;  Mrs.  Bernard  M.  Ewing  and  Mrs. 
Auguste  Noel,  of  New  York  City,  and  by  a  cousin, 
Walter  Vernou,  Rear  Admiral  of  the  United  States 
Navy.” 

Under  the  caption  “Through  the  Strains  of 
Fifty  Years  of  Trading,”  there  was  published 
on  February  lf>,  1920,  in  the  New  York  Trib¬ 
une,  a  unique  and  extended  interview  with 
Michel  C.  Bouvicr,  who  had  theretofore  reso¬ 
lutely  declined  to  permit  any  form  of  personal 
publicity.  An  abbreviated  account  of  its  salient 
features  follows— 

From  the  gallery  of  the  Stock  Exchange  visitors 
are  impressed  with  the  nerve-wracking  character  of 
the  every-day  toil  of  brokers.  They  frequently  won¬ 
der  how  long  a  man  can  live  who,  sensitive  to  the 
endless  fluctuations  of  securities,  is  called  upon  to 
execute  many  orders  of  large  amount  with  greater 
speed  than  a  rabbit  runs. 

Despite  the  grind  and  the'  drain  on  their  reser- 
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voir  of  nervous  energy  many  members  of  the  ex¬ 
change  have  built  up  defenses  and  pursue  their 
daily  work  without  any  perceptible  deterioration  to 
their  health.  Some  members  have  survived  the  dart¬ 
ing  from  post  to  post  in  the  mad  rush  to  get  im¬ 
mediate  execution  of  orders  for  more  than  half  a 
century.  .  .  . 

Another  of  the  veterans— the  twelfth  on  the 
list,  according  to  the  age  of  memberships,  appears 
on  the  door  of  the  exchange  every  business  day 
of  the  year.  Although  past  seventy  and  a  member 
of  fifty  years’  standing,  M.  C.  Bouvier,  head  of  the 
brokerage  firm  which  bears  his  name,  is  fit  and 
able  to  undergo  the  daily  grind,  and  seems  to  thrive 
from  it.  He  leaves  the  floor  at  3  o’clock  each  day 
as  fresh  as  many  men  start  out  in  the  morning.  .  .  . 

Mr.  Bouvier  joined  the  Stock  F.xchange  a  month 
after  it  had  absorbed  the  “Open  Board  of  Brokers," 
a  smaller  but  at  the  time  more  energetic  group 
which  met  in  a  basement  at  23  William  Street. 
Before  the  merger  Mr.  Bouvier  said  there  was  a 
feeling  that  the  Exchange  was  in  a  state  of  innocu¬ 
ous  desuetude,  and  was  greatly  stimulated  by  the 
admission  of  the  351  members  of  the  rival  organi¬ 
zation. 

As  a  result  of  the  admission  of  the  former  rivals, 
Mr.  Bouvier  recalled,  the  membership  of  the  Ex¬ 
change  rose  to  a  total  of  1,0G0,  where  it  stood  until 
December,  1879,  when,  to  provide  funds  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  building,  forty  additional  seats 
were  offered  to  the  highest  bidders,  and  they 
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brought  an  average  of  $14,000.  Of  these  forty  mem¬ 
berships  only  two  purchasers  have  survived. 

V.  John  Vernou  Bouvier,  son  of  Michel  and 
Louise  C.  Bouvier,  was  born  at  Philadelphia, 
on  the  25th  day  of  March,  1843. 

lie  was  a  patriot  who  unhesitatingly  offered 
his  life  for  the  preservation  of  his  country. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  left  St.  Mary’s  Col¬ 
lege  in  Maryland  and  entered  the  James 
School,  which  was  continued  by  William  Few* 
smith,  in  Philadelphia.  At  seventeen  he  secured 
a  clerkship  with  Moore,  Hcnzcy  &  Co.,  hard¬ 
ware  merchants,  with  whom  he  remained  un¬ 
til  the  South  fired  on  Fort  Sumter,  when  he 
promptly  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company 
“G”,  Pennsylvania  Infantry  Volunteers  and 
thereafter  became  First  Lieutenant,  Company 
“E”,  80th  New  York  Infantry  Volunteers. 

“It  is  shown  by  the  records  that  he  was 
enrolled  April  18,  1861,  at  Philadelphia,  and 
was  mustered  into  service  April  27,  1861,  as 
a  private  in  Company  “G“,  Second  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Infantry  Volunteers  (commanded  by  Col. 
Peter  Lyle),  which  was  subsequently  known 
as  the  10th  Pennsylvania  Infantry  Volunteers, 
to  serve  three  months,  and  that  he  was  nuts- 
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tercd  out  of  service  with  the  company  as  such 
on  August  6,  1801. 

It  is  further  shown  by  the  records  that 
John  Vernon  Bouvier,  while  a  clerk  of  one 
Captain  Sanderson,  acting  Commissar  of  Sub¬ 
sistence,  was  recommended  by  General  Wads¬ 
worth,  an  officer  of  his  brigade,  for  an  ap¬ 
pointment  as  aide-de-camp.  Subsequently 
General  Patrick,  provost-marshal  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  took  him  upon  his  stall  in 
the  month  of  March,  1802.  He  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  received  into  service  until  mustered  in 
as  Second  Lieutenant  of  the  80th  New  York 
Infantry  Volunteers  to  date  from  April  25, 
1802,  whereupon  he  was  detailed  upon  the 
staff  of  General  Patrick  (who  was  then  in 
command  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Divi¬ 
sion,  Department  of  the  Rappahannock),  as  an 
aide-de-camp. 

He  served  as  such  until  August  29,  1802, 
when  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  battle 
at  Groveton,  Virginia,  where  he  was  taken 
prisoner.  He  was  exchanged  and  rejoined  the 
staff  of  General  Patrick  at  Warrenton,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  on  or  about  the  8th  day  of  November, 
1802. 
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Me  was  mustered  into  service  as  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  80th  New  York  Infantry  Volunteers 
to  date  March  6,  1 863,  and  was  assigned  to 
Company  “E”  of  the  Regiment. 

He  was  again  wounded,  though  less  severely, 
at  the  Battle  of  Chanccllorsville  when  Jackson 
defeated  Hooker  Mav  3,  1803. 

He  remained  on  duty  as  aide-de-campon  the 
stair  of  General  Patrick  until  he  was  honor¬ 
ably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  orders  of  Headquarters  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  dated  October  5,  1803,  upon 
tender  of  his  resignation,  owing  to  the  effects 
of  the  gun-shot  wound  of  the  left  lung  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run. 
(Groveton). 

It  is  further  shown  by  the  records  that 
on  February  20,  1809,  he  was  commissioned 
Captain,  United  States  Volunteers,  by  brevet 
to  rank  as  such  from  March  13,  1805,  for 
gallant  and  meritorious  services  at  the  battles 
of  Groveton,  Virginia,  and  Gettysburg,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.”1 

1  Official  statement  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of 
War:  1'.  1..  Ainsworth,  lln^adicr  General,  U.  S.  A., 
C'liief  of  Retord  and  Pension  Officer  Aptil  I.r>  l‘JO.3. 


oJni  i  mi?u  n  *ev/  oH 

nosAjzl  ffjilv,  slittH  wh  is 

'*14  T)  I* n,)l  l 


►  V'  j1)  i  •>  i<  iijiibUi'ji  uli 

to  .  »fi  «  //  I’intf  -  t.i,  i  JbtoioO  ]0  Rul* 

(  U  <■>  /(  ..<e  I '  1  »  >.  -Lnu  m  <t3  £jic* 


Cri:  '  1  rrfi  in  *4j»i ijiio.»v<,  yflj  j*  f»y/i\>, 

.(nQMVuiJ) 


!r  *V  hwoiU;  UiUlAil  «|  ii 

b&noirMH.inio  /«w  •».!  fi-ftl  ,4*S  ytfiimJ/rl  no 

yj)iinU>  /  n  fi.ii  l.-joif.U  .fiict  iO 


’  l  fi.ni;,/  .  q<  /i]  H  >iw  ,»|i  J|>d>{  (u 

J ,|j;|l uj» 


/  lifts  .MiuguV  .imji/otO  )o 


•1  IH|A,1  »>’•>  |„,  lnwH 


Our  Forebears 


SO 


For  a  few  years  after  his  discharge  from 
the  service  he  was  occupied  with  commercial 
interests  in  New  York,  which  lie  finally  re¬ 
linquished,  and  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  1809, 
became  a  member  of  the  New  York  Stock 
Exchange,  in  which  organization  he  retained 
iiis  membership  until  the  29th  day  of  January, 
1920,  when  he  transferred  his  seat  for  the  sum 
of  $115,000,  the  then  highest  price  at  which  a 
seat  in  the  Exchange  had  ever  been  sold.  Coin¬ 
cidentally  with  the  sale  thereof  he  retired  from 
business,  having  reached  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years. 

On  the  27th  day  of  October,  1801,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Caroline  Muslin  Ewing,  daughter  of  Rob¬ 
ert  Ewing  of  Philadelphia  and  Caroline  Muslin 
of  Caroline  County,  Maryland. 

On  the  27th  day  of  October,  1925,  John  and 
Caroline  celebrated  the  Gist  anniversary  of 
their  wedding,  at  which  time  there  were  living 
their  son,  John  Vernon  Bouvier,  Jr.,  the  lat¬ 
ter’s  five  children  and  four  grandchildren. 

Of  their  union  there  were  born  two  chil¬ 
dren. 

John  Vernon  Bouvier,  Jr.  (Born  August  12th 
1805.) 
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Caroline  Maslin  llovvier.  (Born  May  20, 
1807.  Died  November  20,  1800.) 

On  the  second  day  of  January,  1020,  John 
Vernon  Bouvier  passed  unto  his  forebears. 

Limited  by  the  compass  of  this  little  volume, 
an  account  all  too  compact  has  been  set  down 
of  his  career  and  the  patriotism  that  impelled 
him  at  a  relatively  tender  age  to  volunteer  his 
services  to  the  Union;  but  no  adequate  men¬ 
tion  was  attempted  of  his  rare  ethical  quali¬ 
ties  “and  all  that  makes  the  man’’  which  were 
his  rich  possessions  throughout  his  strong  but 
modest  life. 

His  honor  he  kept  as  untarnished  as  did  As- 
tolfo  his  shield,  and  his  business  and  social 
life  were  indelibly  mat  keel  by  a  rigorous  and 
exacting  standard  of  high  conduct  from  which 
he  never  for  a  moment  departed. 

1 1  is  coinage  was  invincible  and  his  sincerity 
firm  and  transparent;  never  did  he  permit  it 
to  compromise  with  mental  reservation.  II is 
alfections,  never  diffuse,  were  yet  deep  and 
abiding,  and  the  simplicity  of  his  ordered  life 
suffered  neither  change  nor  amendment.  His 
charity  was  an  all  encompassing  mantle,  while 
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his  mind  not  infrequently  acted  as  vicar  of  his 
heart. 

His  religious  convictions  were  fixed  and  con¬ 
sistent,  predicated  upon  and  supported  by  an 
unfailing  belief  in  the  unvarying  mercy  of  his 
Creator. 

For  his  wife  he  held  an  undying  love,  given 
back  to  him  an  hundred  fold  in  all  the  tender¬ 
ness,  sympathy  and  understanding  of  a  perfect 
woman. 

With  peculiar  propriety  may  there  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  him  the  culogium  pronounced  by  the 
late  President  Garfield  upon  the  decease  of  a 
cherished  friend: 

"The  soil  out  of  which  such  men  as  he  are  made 
is  a  good  one  to  be  born  on,  good  to  live  on,  good 
to  die  for  and  to  be  buried  in." 

VI.  John  l  emon  Bouvier ,  Jr.,  son  of  John 
Vernon  Bouvier  and  Caroline  Maslin  Ewing, 
was  born  at  Torrcsdale,  Philadelphia,  on  the 
1 2th  day  of  August,  18f>5. 

He  was  prepared  at  Columbia  Grammar 
School  and  by  private  tutors,  and  for  over  a 
year  attended  selected  schools  in  France.  He 
matriculated,  at  sixteen,  into  Columbia  Univcr- 
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sity,  Academic  Course  in  1882  and  graduated  in 
1886  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  vice  president  in 
1882  of  his  class,  an  Honor  man,  Phi-Beta- 
Kappa,  winner  of  the  Chanler  Senior  Histori¬ 
cal  Essay  and  Valedictorian  of  his  class. 

Upon  his  graduation  from  college  he  en¬ 
tered  die  Law  School  of  Columbia,  and  in  1887 
secured  in  the  School  of  Political  Science  the 
degree  of  A.  AT.,  and  in  1888  graduated  from 
the  Law  School  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B. 
Within  a  few  months  thereafter  he  took  his 
examinations  and  was  admitted  as  a  member 
of  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  New  York  on  June 
28th  1888. 

During  his  law  school  work  he  was  entered 
in  the  oflice  of  Vanderpoel,  Green  &  Cuming. 
After  admission  to  the  Bar  he  became  manag¬ 
ing  clerk  in  the  office  of  Holmes  8:  Adams, 
where  he  remained  for  a  year.  He  became  in 
1889  managing  clerk  of  the  oflice  of  Iloadly, 
Lauterbach  R:  Johnson,  where  he  remained  for 
nine  years,  four  years  thereof  being  devoted  to 
office  and  the  balance  to  trial  work. 

In  1892  he  took  up  his  residence  at  Nutlcv, 
New  Jersey,  remaining  there  for  some  two  and 
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twenty  years,  the  while  taking  active  part  in 
local  civic  movements  and  becoming  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Board  of  Education,  a  position  that 
he  occupied  for  a  period  of  four  years.  Sub- 
sequently,  he  resumed  his  residence  in  New 
York  City. 

In  1899  he  entered  upon  the  independent 
practice  of  the  law  specializing  in  trial  work 
and  from  that  date  acted  as  counsel  principally 
for  law  firms  and  corporations,  until  Janu¬ 
ary  1st,  1929,  when  he  became  a  member  of  his 
uncle’s  firm  of  M.  C.  Bouvier  &  Co. 

He  maintained  his  interest  in  his  Alma 
Mater,  as  a  member  of  the  Standing  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  Law  School  Alumni,  Vice  President 
of  the  College  Alumni  and  Chairman  of  its 
Standing  Committee,  Delegate  on  numerous 
occasions  to  the  Nominating  Convention  for 
Alumni  Trustee  of  the  University,  as  well  as  a 
member  of  the  Council  of  the  Delta  Kappa 
Epsilon  Fraternity. 

On  the  22nd  day  of  July,  1918,  he  was  com¬ 
missioned  Major  in  the  Judge  Advocate  Gen¬ 
eral’s  Section  of  the  Officers  Reserve  Corps 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States;  at  the  outset 
upon  the  stall  of  Brigadier  General  Samuel 
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Ansel  1  and  later  of  Major  General  Enoch 
Crowder. 

On  the  7th  day  of  December,  1918,  he  re¬ 
ceived  the  certificate  of  the  Army  War  College 
at  Washington,  D.  C.,  Lytle  Brown,  General 
Assistant  Chief  of  Staff,  Director  War  Plans, 
Division  of  the  General  Staff  and  the  Staff  In¬ 
struction  Section,  to  the  effect  that  he  had 
satisfactorily  completed  his  course  of  instruc¬ 
tion  for  a  Divisional  Staff  Officer  (Division 
Judge  Advocate)  conducted  at  the  Army  War 
College,  Washington,  D.C. 

Major  Bouvier  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  United  States  Army  on  the  20th  day 
of  December,  1918,  in  special  order  No.  9. 

In  1919  he  resumed  in  New  York  his  active 
practice  of  the  law,  where  he  was  chiefly  en¬ 
gaged  as  trial  counsel  in  all  the  Courts  of  the 
State  as  well  as  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  before  which  he  was  duly  ad¬ 
mitted  to  practice  on  Dec.  17,  1918. 

Prior  to  receiving  his  commission  as  Major 
Judge-Advocate,  he  was  the  subject  of  many 
and  flattering  credentials  from  various  promi¬ 
nent  members  of  the  Bench  and  Bar. 

The  late  Benjamin  M.  Cardozo,  an  Associ- 
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ate  Justice  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court, 
among  other  things  wrote: 

“Mr.  Bouvicr  is  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  bril¬ 
liant  lawyers  in  the  State  of  New  York.  lie  is  a 
man  of  wide  experience,  of  fine  training  and  of 
broad  culture.  To  his  extraordinary  legal  qualifica¬ 
tions,’'  he  adds,  “I  am  informed,  furthermore  that 
he  possesses  a  knowledge  of  the  French  language. 
I  cannot  think  of  anyone  more  admirably  suited  for 
the  position  which  he  seeks.  He  would  accept  it  at 
great  personal  sacrifice,  and  with  the  single  purpose 
of  patriotic  service  to  the  nation  in  its  hour  of 
peril.  He  is  the  kind  of  a  man  the  nation  needs.” 

Judge  Harlan  F.  Stone,  at  one  time  Dean 
of  the  Law  School  of  Columbia  University, 
later  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States 

j 

and  finally  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  among  other  things 
wrote: 

“1  cannot  recall  anyone  in  my  professional  ac¬ 
quaintance  better  qualified  for  the  position  of 
A I  a  jor  J  udge-Ad  voca  te. 

*  *  *  * 

He  is  an  exceptionally  skilful  trial  lawyer  and  is 
especially  well  qualified  by  his  training  and  long 
experience  for  the  work  of  trial  counsel.  Mr. 
Bouvier’s  standing  and  willingness  to  throw  aside 
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all  other  professional  engagements  in  order  to 
serve  the  Country  at  this  juncture  is  evidence  of 
his  patriotism  and  presents  an  opportunity  which 
should  be  availed  of  by  the  government  without 
hesitation.” 

The  late  Judge  George  L.  Ingraham,  then 
Presiding  Justice  of  the  Appellate  Division  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
First  Department,  among  other  things,  wrote: 

“I  have  known  Mr.  Bouvier  for  many  years  and 
he  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Bar  of 
New  York.  He  has  tried  and  argued  many  cases 
before  me  while  I  was  a  member  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  he  is  a 
gentleman  of  distinguished  ability  and  with  the 
highest  professional  and  private  character.  He  has 
especially  distinguished  himself  in  the  trial  of 
cases  in  Court.” 

The  late  Judge  John  Proctor  Clarke,  Pre¬ 
siding  Justice  of  the  Appellate  Division  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New  York,  First 
Department,  succeeding  Mr.  Justice  Ingraham, 
wrote  in  part: 

“I  have  known  Mr.  Bouvier  for  many  years,  and 
during  my  seventeen  years  service  on  the  bench 
he  has  appeared  frequently  before  me  both  in  the 
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actual  trial  of  eases  when  I  was  sitting  Nisi  Prius 
and  on  appeal  during  the  twelve  years  I  have 
been  upon  the  bench  of  the  Appellate  Division. 

He  has  had,  to  my  personal  knowledge,  a  very 
extensive  court  practice  and  is  a  man  of  great 
vigor,  determination  and  indomitable  courage, 
and  a  thoroughly  equipped  lawyer.” 

His  patriotism  and  Americanism  are  unques¬ 
tioned  and  I  regard  it  an  honor  to  be  allowed  to 
commend  him  to  your  favorable  consideration.” 

The  late  Benjamin  T.  Cable,  Esq.,  wrote  in 
part: 

“Perhaps  it  woidd  not  be  out  of  the  way  to  say- 
in  order  to  clearly  emphasize  my  own  high  opinion 
of  his  abilities—  that  il  my  fortune  or  my  liberty, 
or  my  reputation  were  at  stake,  I  can  think  of 
no  stronger  or  more  forceful  legal  personality  to 
whom  1  would  hasten  to  defend  them.” 

When  at  one  period  his  friends  had  advo¬ 
cated  his  appointment  as  a  Judge  of  the  United 
States  District  Court  for  the  Southern  District 
of  New  York,  the  late  John  G.  Milburn,  Esq., 
in  his  day  the  recognized  leader  of  the  New 
York  Bar,  in  part  wrote: 

“I  take  the  liberty  of  commending  to  your  favor¬ 
able  consideration  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  John  V. 
Bouvier,  Jr.,  for  the  vacancy  in  the  United  States 
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District  Court  for  the  Southern  District  of  New 
York.  I  feel  that  I  can  properly  do  this  from  my 
acquaintance  with  him  for  many  years  and  my 
knowledge  of  him  and  his  work.  Mr.  Bouvier  has 
been  in  prominent  practice  at  this  Bar  for  over 
twenty  years,  largely  as  counsel  in  the  trial  of 
cases.  There  are  few  men  that  have  had  his  experi¬ 
ence  in  that  province  of  professional  work. 
Through  all  these  years  he  has  shown  marked  abil¬ 
ity  as  a  lawyer  and  those  qualities  of  character 
which  have  established  him  in  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  the  Bar.  He  is  a  man  of  the  highest 
integrity.” 

Besides  his  membership  in  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati  of  Maryland  (Feb.  22,  1918),  de¬ 
riving  from  his  great-grandfather,  Captain 
James  Ewing  (q.v.),  he  belongs  to  the  Society 
of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  in  the  State 
of  New  York  (Dec.  12,  1913),  in  right  of  his 
great-great-grandfather,  John  Griffith,  of  which 
Organization  he  was  duly  elected  the  President 
Dec.  4,  1929,  while  subsequently,  and  upon 
June  13,  1931,  he  was  unanimously  elected 
General-President  of  the  General  Society  of  the 
Sons  of  the  Revolution,  at  its  Triennial  Meet¬ 
ing,  held  in  Denver,  Colorado.  Upon  his  re¬ 
tirement  from  this  office,  in  1931,  he  was  in  that 
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same  year  unanimously  elected  Honorary  Gen¬ 
eral-President  for  life,  and  shortly  thereafter 
became  a  permanent  member  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  of  the  New  York  State  Society. 

On  December  1st,  1909,  he  became  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal  Legion 
of  the  United  States  and  upon  May  5th,  1937, 
was  elected  Commander  of  the  N.  Y.  State  Com- 
mandery,  a  position  to  which  he  declined  re- 
election  in  April  1940. 

In  addition  he  held  membership  in  numer¬ 
ous  social  organizations,  notably  the  Union, 
Piping  Rock  and  the  Racquet  and  Tennis 
Clubs,  and  at  one  time  the  University  Club 
of  New  York  City,  from  which  last  mentioned 
Organization  he  resigned  after  retaining  his 
membership  therein  for  considerably  over 
thirty  years. 

On  April  16,  1890,  lie  married,  at  the  City 
of  New  York,  Maude  Frances  Sergeant,  only 
daughter  of  William  R.  Sergeant  and  Edith  M. 
Leaman,  by  whom  he  had  five  children: 

John  Vernou  III  (born  in  New  York  City, 
May  19,  1891.) 

William  Sergeant  (born  at  Nutley,  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  April  28,  1893;  died  at  Los  Olivos,  Cali- 
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fornia,  October  8,  1929.  Issue:  Michel  Bouvicr.) 

Edith  Ewing  (now  Edith  B.  Beale,  wife  of 
Phelan  Beale,  born  at  Nutley,  New  Jersey, 
October  5,  1894.  Issue:  Edith,  Phelan  Jr.,  Bou- 
vier.) 

Maude  Reppelin  (now  Maude  B.  Davis,  wife 
of  John  E.  Davis,  born  August  4,  1905.  Issue: 
a  son  and  daughter,  John  H.  and  Maude  Ser¬ 
geant.) 

Michelle  C.  (born  August  4,  1905,  now 
Michelle  B.  Scott,  wife  of  Henry  Clarkson  Scott. 
Issue:  Henry  C.  Jr.,  and  Maude  Michelle.) 

John  Vernou  III  attended  various  secondary 
schools  and  finally  matriculated  into  Yale  Uni¬ 
versity  Sheffield  School,  whence  he  graduated 
in  1914.  He  was  a  member  of  the  “Book  and 
Snake’’  (Cloister)  in  which  Society  he  still 
maintains  an  active  interest.  He  joined  the 
New  York  Stock  Exchange,  Oct.  lfi,  1919,  and 
is  instantly  the  senior  partner  of  the  brokerage 
firm  of  Bouvier,  Bishop  &  Company. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  New  York 
State  Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  on 
the  23rd  day  of  April,  1917  and  of  the  Society 
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of  the  Cincinnati  of  Maryland  (Feb.  22,  1940) 
deriving  from  his  great-great-great-grandfather, 
John  Griffith  (q.v.).  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Yale,  Racquet  and  Tennis,  Turf  and  Field  and 
Knollwood  Golf  Clubs  respectively. 

On  July  7,  1928,  he  married  at  East  Hamp¬ 
ton,  Long  Island,  Janet  Lee.  As  a  result  of  this 
union  there  were  born  two  daughters  Jacque¬ 
line  and  Caroline  Lee. 

William  Sergeant  Bouvicr  (familiarly  and  af¬ 
fectionately  known  as  Bud)  was  for  a  time 
privately  instructed  at  Nutlcy,  New  Jersey, 
his  home,  later  attended  Dr.  Farrand’s  Acad¬ 
emy  in  Newark  and  for  two  years  was  in  resi¬ 
dence  at  the  Morristown  School  at  Morristown, 
New  Jersey.  Thence  he  prepared  for  college  at 
Exeter  Academy  and  finally  at  the  Irving  School 
in  New  York  City. 

He  matriculated  into  Columbia  University 
in  1911  with  the  Class  of  1915.  There  he  re¬ 
mained  during  his  Freshman  year  where  he 
was  conspicuous  for  his  athletic  ability  more 
particularly  in  crew  work  having  been  selected 
as  a  member  of  the  Freshman  Crew  of  that 
year  in  its  scheduled  intercollegiate  contest  at 
Poughkeepsie. 
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Although  his  popularity  among  his  class¬ 
mates  was  broad  and  unbroken  both  as  a  stu¬ 
dent  and  as  a  member  of  the  fraternity  of 
Delta  Phi ,  he  nevertheless  for  personal  con¬ 
siderations  matriculated  the  following  year 
into  the  Yale  Sheffield  Scientific  School  in  the 
Class  of  1915  having  been  there  preceded  one 
year  by  his  brother  John  Vernon  Bouvier  III 
Here  again  he  secured  and  held  affectionate 
popularity  and  while  not  conspicuously,  was, 
nevertheless,  deeply  interested  in  athletics  and 
more  especially  in  boxing.  He  was  elected  to 
the  St.  Elmo  Society  affiliated  with  the  frater¬ 
nity  of  Delta  Phi. 

On  August  24,  1917,  at  New  York  City,  he 
married  Emma-Louise  Stone,  as  a  residt  of 
which  union  there  was  born,  Jan.  29,  1920, 
Michel,  who,  after  secondary  preparation  at 
St.  Paul’s  School,  New  Hampshire,  and  the 
Milford  School  in  Connecticut,  was  matricu¬ 
lated  into  Columbia  University  in  October, 
1939,  in  the  Class  of  ’43. 

In  the  interval,  time  had  sped  toward  the 
World  War.  When  the  United  States  projected 
itself  into  this  momentous  conflict.  Sergeant 
was  quick  to  volunteer,  lie  enrolled  for  his 


t  »'r»iolV 


.tjri  n  *>.;  ti  hI  !>nfi  mi, m 

II!  T.ii/i!  >U  ttofrnV  ini  >|  I3il I* >f«t  *nl  y  >  *>( 

HBfK)  J  >loi  ‘97.  ftin:  :  t’l 

■ 

j  U'JJ  >  >l\>  J.7'  >H 

.  ,  j  j;  1  Mfh  if) i  /  f '»!.  •/}  )'  •>*  'US'  M*  'Jill 

I  ><.  to  Vlin 

od  ,731.)  iioY  V/-JT4  »»  tVICI  >2  iiO 

lo  ;||  ,  ;T  fi  /I*  MO)''  o.  !  IWnlll  i  •  '  M.  '  - 

,0£*M  ,PS  .n k|  .mod  r  ‘jrjib  notiiu  <  >r»lv7 

...  •  1  ,•  fif[,  < ;  Iff  *  '<  ’  •*'' 

i min  ^<3  7  ,m  >ii )  *  ni  ♦<  •••>'*  Violin.-! 

>dl  dll  wo)  Jrjij*.  hr:i  ‘JirnJ  fi  >‘:i  t  l 

j)  n  m.,  'll  i- 1  v/  id  ;o'*  7 

no)fl‘>*itt'»<rt  f'i;! ?  oJfn  •  )? ’•? 
/n\  till  h  >M  i  f  i  jl  *  -i  .* » *  ■  • » l«  1 7  '  •  i  .1 »  •  ;•  ri.y/ 


44 


Our  Forebears 


military  training  in  Madison  Barracks  from 
which  he  came  out  on  the  15th  day  of  August 
1917  a  Captain  of  Infantry. 

From  the  last  mentioned  date  he  was  on 
active  duty  at  Camp  Dix,  New  Jersey  at  first 
with  the  Sixth  Training  Battalion  153rd  Depot 
Brigade.  Later  he  obtained  a  transfer  as  Com¬ 
pany  Commander  of  Company  C  303rd  Am¬ 
munition  Train  153rd  Field  Artillery  of  the 
78th  (Lightning)  Division.  He  remained  at 
Camp  Dix  until  May  28th,  1918  when  he  went 
abroad  with  his  Division. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  France  he  was  ordered 
with  his  Company  to  Menton  at  Vannes  where 
he  staved  from  August  29th,  1918  until  the 
first  week  in  September.  Thence  to  the  Front 
where  he  was  engaged  continuously  until  the 
Armistice  November  lltli,  1918. 

He  was  actively  and  conspicuously  engaged 
in  the  St.  Mihiel  Salient  at  Flcury,  Fcy-en- 
Hayc,  Port-a-Monsson  and  in  the  famous  St. 
Mihiel  Drive  of  September  1918.  He  likewise 
participated  in  the  Lorraine  Drive  and  that 
of  the  Argonnc  in  September  and  November 
1918. 
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In  one  of  his  letters  from  the  Front  he  wrote: 
“I  have  been  in  all  American  fighting  except 
Chatcau-Thierry.”  Finally  he  was  sent  with 
his  Company  to  Dugny  near  Verdun  for  rest; 
thence  to  the  convalescent  camp  at  St.  Aignan- 
sur-Loire  where  he  remained  until  he  em¬ 
barked  with  his  Company  for  home,  to  be 
honorably  discharged  from  the  Service  of  the 
United  States  Army  at  Camp  Dix  March  9th, 
1919. 

Of  his  war  experiences  Captain  Bouvier  ex¬ 
hibited  a  modest  reticence  yet  at  times  he  was, 
albeit  with  difficulty,  induced  to  describe  some 
of  his  adventures.  They  were  in  many  instances 
sanguinary  and  terrifying,  while  his  escapes 
from  death  appeared  on  several  notable  occa¬ 
sions  little  short  of  miraculous. 

Over  his  men  by  precept  and  example  he  at 
all  times  exercised  an  influence  that  tended  to 
create  a  deathless  loyalty  to  their  Commander. 
A  strict  disciplinarian,  he  was,  nevertheless,  an 
equally  sympathetic  interpreter  of  the  heart 
and  feelings  of  his  men.  During  the  entire 
period  of  his  command  he  was  not  compelled 
lo  hold  even  a  summary  court-martial. 
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After  his  discharge  he  plunged  vigorously 
into  industrial  activity  in  the  course  whereof 
he  went  to  Texas  as  Field  Superintendent  of 
the  Morton  Oil  Company  and  became  in  con¬ 
nection  with  banking  enterprises  a  conspicuous 
figure  in  the  oil  industry  of  Texas  and  Okla¬ 
homa.  At  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  inter¬ 
ested  in  ranch  development  in  California. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution  in  the  State  of  New  York,  being  elected 
thereto  on  the  24th  day  of  January,  1916;  the 
American  Legion;  the  Yale  Club  and  various 
social  and  recreative  organizations. 

His  were: 

“#  *  *  high  thoughts  and  amiable  words 
And  courtliness  and  the  desire  of  fame 
And  love  of  truth  and  all  that  makes  a  man.” 

Edith  Ewing,  married  Jan.  17,  1917,  in  New 
York  City,  Phelan  Beale,  lawyer,  who  subse¬ 
quently  became  a  partner  of  John  Vernon 
Bouvier,  together  with  the  then  retired  U.  S. 
District  Attorney,  for  the  Southern  District  of 
New  York,  Colonel  Francis  G.  Calley  (since 
elevated  to  the  Federal  Court  Bench)  under 
the  firm  name  of  Bouvier,  Calfev  and  Beale. 
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To  Edith  Ewing  there  were  horn  three  chil¬ 
dren,  a  daughter  Edith  and  two  sons,  Phelan 
Jr.,  and  Bouvier.  The  last  mentioned  achieved 
the  gratifying  distinction  of  matriculating  into 
Yale  University  (Academic)  at  the  unusual  age 
of  seventeen,  in  October  1939,  Class  of  ’43. 

Mis  sister  Edith  attended,  as  did  her  mother, 
Miss  Porter’s  School  at  Farmington,  and  after 
graduation  became  a  member  of  the  Junior 
League. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  April  second,  nine¬ 
teen  hundred  forty,  at  her  home  in  New  York 
City,  there  passed  to  her  Creator,  Maude  Ser¬ 
geant  Bouvier,  who,  had  she  lived  a  bare  fort¬ 
night  longer  'would  have  celebrated  an 
Epiphany  of  Life  and  Love  in  the  Fiftieth  An¬ 
niversary  of  her  wedding.  The  mother  of  five 
children  and  ten  grandchildren  she  had  been 
endowed  by  her  Maker  with  such  wondrous 
attributes  that  “to  think  of  her  was  to  praise 
God.” 

Her  interment,  on  April  fifth,  was  in  Saint 
Philomena’s  Cemetery  at  East  Hampton,  Long 
Island.  Her  funeral,  on  April  fourth,  was  from 
her  home  in  New  York  City.  At  the  service 
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there  was  read  by  the  officiating  clergyman,  the 
Reverend  Doctor  Joseph  P.  McComas,  the 
following  eulogium,  prepared  by  a  friend;— 

“Maude  Sergeant  Bouvier 

(To  Those  Who  Knew  Her) 

Infinitely  good;  pure  and  animate  as  a  mountain 
stream;  natural  lover  of  the  beautiful;  courageous, 
loyal,  sympathetic,  elevated  in  thought,  quick  in 
intelligence,  rich,  yet  modest  in  her  unchallenged 
possession  of  all  the  Virtues. 

A  Wife,  loving,  tender  and  uplifting;  a  Mother, 
devoted,  sacrificing  and  beloved;  a  f  riend,  sure, 
firm  and  unchanging. 

Beautiful  her  face,  delicate  her  grace,  command¬ 
in':  her  dignity.  Through  her  eyes  shone  an  Im- 
mortal  Soul  dedicated  to  her  God,  unswerving  in 
its  Faith  in  all  things  High. 

Such  a  one  did  God  create  as  an  example  of 
His  power,  that  the  world  might  see  and  hence 
rejoice  in  the  timeless  beauty  of  her  person,  the 
gentle  strength  of  her  nature,  and  the  undimmed 
glory  of  her  character. 

Thus  did  He  make  her  as  fitting  to  serve  Him, 
and  Him  she  served  according  to  His  purpose; 
then  God  touched  her  and  she  slept.” 
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VERNOU 

The  family  of  Vernou  is  one  of  the  most 
illustrious  and  ancient  of  the  Province  of 
Poitou,  whence  it  extended  to  Touraine,  after¬ 
wards  to  Guadaloupe  and  finally  to  America. 
It  has  been  in  existence  since  the  year  1086  and 
has  had  many  high  honors  and  dignities  con¬ 
ferred  upon  it.  It  contracted  alliances  with  the 
most  powerful  families  of  the  nobility  of 
France,  and  was  confirmed  in  its  nobility  of 
ancient  extraction  by  two  royal  decrees  of 
August  23rd,  1667,  and  May  29th,  1719,  respec¬ 
tively. 

Arms:  “D’Azur  au  croissant  d’argent- 
Couronne:  de  Marquis  —  Sup¬ 
ports;  deux  Griffons— 

Devise— Intacta  Vcneno— ” 

This  device  was  given  to  dc  Vet  non  Baron 
de  Chancclec,  Comte  dc  Malzeard,  Marquis  dc 
Bonneuil,  by  King  Louis  XIV,  who  nomi¬ 
nated  him  a  Chevalier  of  his  Orders  by  reason 
of  his  resistance  to  Prince  Mari  1  lac  at  the 
epoch  of  the  internal  troubles  in  France, 
wherein  de  Vernou  by  his  example  and  his 
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influence  maintained  the  fidelity  of  the  No¬ 
bility  of  Poitou  to  the  King. 

The  earliest  known  personage  of  this  ancient 
stock  is  Armand  de  Vernon,  Seigneur  dc  Ver- 
nou,  who  founded  the  Church  of  Sainte-Marie 
de  Vernou  at  Vernou  near  Poitiers  on  the  Gth 
day  of  June,  102G. 

Thereafter  in  succession  we  have  Geoffrey 
de  Vernon,  equerry,  who  married  the  noble 
Desiree  de  la  Tremoille  in  1321,  John  de  Ver- 
nou,  who  in  137G  was  secretary  to  Charles  V, 
King  of  France;  William  de  Vernou,  equerry 
and  seigneur,  who  in  1123  compromised  with 
Louis  de  Salle,  rector  of  the  Parish  of  Sainte- 
Marie  de  Vernou. 

The  descent  thereafter  is  unbroken.1 

I.  John  de  Vernou,  equerry,  who  lived  in 
1450.  He  was  the  father  of 

II.  Bartholomcy  de  Vernou,  equerry,  who 
in  L182  received  his  patents  of  nobility  from 
King  Louis  XI  anti  married  the  noble  Marie 
de  Prahec,  by  whom  he  had  four  children: 
Jacques,  Jean,  Maurice,  Yves. 

1  “Archives  de  la  noblesse  ct  du  College  Heraldique 
de  France.” 
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III.  Jacques  cle  Vernou ,  equerry,  seigneur 
de  la  Riviere,  married  in  1507  the  noble 
Jacquette  de  Montalernbert.  They  had  two 
children,  Jacques  and  Louise. 

IV.  Jacques  de  Vernou  II,  equerry,  seig¬ 
neur  de  la  Riviere  and  de  Bonneuil,  married 
on  February  1,  1527,  the  noble  Radegon  de 
Payen.  They  had  three  children,  Louis,  Jean 
and  Polixene.  Jean  was  the  author  of  the 
Branch  of  the  Seigneurs  de  la  Fontenelle, 
which  became  extinct,  however,  after  three 
generations. 

V.  Louis  de  Vernou,  equerry,  seigneur  de 
Bonneuil  de  la  Riviere.  He  divided  the  pater¬ 
nal  honors  with  his  brother  in  1570  and  in 
1G02.  He  married  at  Poitiers  April  20,  1574, 
the  noble  Jeanne  Levesque.  Of  this  marriage 
there  was  born: 

VI.  Louis  de  Vernou  II,  seigneur  de  Bon¬ 
neuil,  de  la  Riviere,  d’Artenay,  etc.  He  mar¬ 
ried  November  11th  1600,  Louise  de  Marans. 
Louis  died  in  1614  leaving  Louis  III,  Frangois, 
Louise  and  Charlotte. 

VII.  Louis  de  Vernou  III,  seigneur,  etc., 
etc.,  received  in  1017  from  Louis  XIV  a  letter 
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urging  his  co-operation  in  the  raising  of  men 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Poitou.  Me  did  not  live 
after  1655.  He  had  married  the  noble  Mar¬ 
guerite  de  N assay  by  whom  he  had  four  chil¬ 
dren,  Henri,  Pierre,  Charlotte  and  Therese. 

VIII.  Henri  de  Vernou,  seigneur,  etc.,  etc., 
died  in  1677,  married  the  noble  Marie  Anne 
Holland.  He  left  two  sons,  Gaston  Jean  Bap¬ 
tiste  and  Charles  Louis. 

IX.  Charles  Louis  de  Vernou,  chevalier,  seig¬ 
neur  de  Bonneuil  and  de  Chancelee,  etc.,  etc., 
died  in  July,  1723,  having  married  on  Decem¬ 
ber  17th  1703,  Marie  Suzanne  Beraudin,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children,  Louis  Charles 
Gabriel  Christ  ophe ,  Natalie  (?)  and  Marie 
Paule. 

X.  Louis  Charles  Gabriel  Christophe  de 
Vernou,  chevalier,  seigneur  de  Bonneuil, 
Chancelee,  etc.,  etc.,  born  on  the  21th  day  of 
December,  1704,  married  on  the  22nd  day  of 
June,  1728,  the  noble  Marie  Benedictine 
Thomas  de  Chaumont.  There  were  born  of 
this  marriage:  Louis  Charles  Auguste  Virtoire 
and  Marie  Cesar  Antoine. 

XI.  Marie  Cesar  Antoine  de  Vernou,  baron 


'o  rut •  ’  ii  -Jill  inO'il 


f  .s  u>M  ,"()•'  1  lij'k  *  »  * i 

•  i l*  .ri  iwf  ii mu’! v# 

.  >u\oW.V  ’J  .  > 

’Mr»i  i,.f]  .  ,!J?l  ,!>nu! 

lo  uf mv/  r  .Uu>v'r..v  )  nmoiVV 

iKi  l  lUu'pit  iV-r.v.VD,  4U*u4.  :j^bitu.u:  dill 

•>i'  UiU  «*!>)  unit/.  Ixie 

iK  icti  .mnr  l  jfa  in . )  uuilA  .1/ 


Vernon 


53 


de  Bonneuil,  born  on  August  21st  1735,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Cavalry  of  the  Comte  de  Provence, 
married  in  1769  Marie  Monique  de  Lorneron, 
by  whom  he  had  among  others  a  son,  Jean, 
born  Circa  1772,  but  the  latter  having  subse¬ 
quently  migrated  to  America,  the  “College 
Heraldique”  states  that  it  is  “ignorant  of  his 
destiny." 

XII.  Jean  de  Vernou  (John  Vernon) 

We  are  deeply  concerned,  however,  with  this 
John  de  Vernou.  He  came  to  this  country  and 
settled  in  Philadelphia  in  the  18th  Century, 
but  upon  his  arrival  in  America  (about  1797) 
he  appears  to  have  dropped  the  “de”  before 
his  patronymic  Vernou. 

He  married  his  first  wife  about  the  year 
1798.  They  had  one  son,  Peter  J.  Vernou ,  born 
in  1800,  died  April  23,  1826.  In  1802  John  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Clifford  Lindsay,1  born  in  1780, 
widow  of  Francis  Savoy,  who  died  in  180 1.2 

1  One  of  the  inscriptions  relating  to  those  interred 
in  the  vault  of  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Philadelphia,  states 
that  Elizabeth  Vernou  died  November  G,  1802,  in  her 
“83rd  year.” 

2  "Savoy,  Francis,  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  Savoy,  horn 
Dec.  17,  1781,  bapli/ed  the  same  day:  sponsors,  Francis 
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The  parents  of  Francis  Savoy  were  Peter  and 
Mary  Savoy,  who  had  three  daughters  and  an¬ 
other  son:  Mary  Margaret,  born  June  24,  1772; 
Anna  Josephine,  born  July  9,  1773;  Elizabeth, 
born  January  27,  1777,  and  John  Peter,  born 
August  1,  1774.  The  Adelaide  Savoy,  mentioned 
as  one  of  his  sponsors  at  the  baptism  of  John  W. 
Vernou,* 1  was  in  all  probability  an  aunt  of  the 
deceased  Francis. 

The  history  of  the  brief  married  life  of 
Francis  Savoy  and  Elizabeth  Lindsay  was  poig¬ 
nantly  tragic  and  is  sympathetically  and  poetic¬ 
ally,  albeit  perhaps  fancifully,  related  in  a  lit¬ 
tle  volume  printed  for  private  circulation  and 
entitled  “Our  Grandmother's  Story/' 

By  his  marriage  in  1802  with  Elizabeth 
Savoy  (nee  Lindsay)  John  Vernou  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children: 

John  IV.,  born  June  7th,  1803,  died  October 
30th,  1819, 


Fame  and  Lucy  Scrim.’'  (From  Records  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Catholic  Historical  Society,  1893,  A,  page  39.) 

1  In  the  Register  of  St.  Augustin’s  Church  there  is 
the  record  of  the  baptism  of  John  W.  Vernou:  “horn 
June  7,  1803,  of  John  Vernou  and  his  wife  F.li/abcth 
Alexander  (sic)  Catholics;  baptized  August  7,  1803, 
sponsors  John  Vernou  and  Adelaide  Savoy.” 
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Michel  Charles,  born  Sept.  7th,  1806,  died 
Jan.  29th,  1842, 

Louise  Catherine,  born  March  29th,  1811, 
died  October  5th,  1872, 

Alexander  1).,  born  1817,  died  Nov.  12, 
1837, 

Elizabeth,  born  1818  (?),  died  August  2, 
1842, 

William  G.,  born  December  25th,  1820, 
died  Nov.  29th,  1871. 

Joseph,  born  in  1821,  died  August  8th, 
1849. 

John  Vernou  died  in  Philadelphia,  March 
11th,  1837  in  his  66th  year. 
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William  (Alexander)  Lindsay  was  born  in 
1756,  and  died  in  1812.  His  wife,  Elizabeth 
Clifford,  was  born  in  1757,  and  died  in  1815.1 


‘The  inscriptions  of  Christ  Church,  Philadelphia, 
give  the  following: 

XLVI 

To  the  memory  of 
William  Lindsay 
Who  departed  this  life 
On  the  7th  of  November,  1812 
Aged  56  years 

This  stone  is  affectionately  erected 
It  may  he  truly  said  of  him  that 
He  was  an  honest  man 

Also  of 

Elizabeth  Lindsay 
Wife  of  William  Lindsay 
Who  departed  this  life 
On  the  21th  day  of  June  1815 
Aged  57  years  and 
10  months. 

That  which  tends  to  create  a  certain  element  of 
doubt  respecting  what  would  otherwise  appear  to  be  an 
absolute  identification  of  our  William  and  Elizabeth, 
with  the  subjects  of  the  foregoing  inscriptions,  is  the  fact 
that  the  former,  albeit  Scotch,  were  or  were  reputed  to 
be  Catholics,  whereas  Christ  Church  is  of  the  Episcopal 
Denomination. 
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Their  marriage  occurred  in  1778,  and  as  a 
result  of  this  union  there  was  born,  in  1780, 
Elizabeth  Clifford,  who,  as  has  been  previously 
mentioned,  married  Francis  Savoy  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  in  1800,  and  after  the  latter’s  death, 
was  wed  to  John  Vernon  in  1802. 

Lindsay  was  of  Scotch  descent,  as  the 
patronymic  clearly  indicates.  The  history  of 
this  family  by  Margaret  I.  Lindsay  entitled 
“The  Lindsays  of  America”  may  with  benefit 
be  consulted  as  a  general  genealogical  record 
of  the  Lindsays  of  the  various  states.  It  treats, 
however,  more  particularly  of  the  Lindsays  of 
Virginia,  tracing  their  ancestry  through  Eng¬ 
lish  and  Scotch  sources.1 


1  New  York  Times,  March  9th,  19-10:  “David  Alexan¬ 
der  Edward  Lindsay,  twenty-seventh  Earl  of  Crawford, 
tenth  Earl  of  Balearic's,  and  thirty-fifth  Lord  Lindsay, 
was  an  older  brother  of  Sir  Ronald  C.  Lindsay,  former 
British  Ambassador  to  the  United  States. 

“Earl  Crawford  .  .  .  was  the  Premier  Earl  of  Scotland, 
and  as  bead  of  the  House  of  Lindsay,  was  leader  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  illustrious  Scottish  fam¬ 
ilies.  .  .  . 

“A  number  of  the  Lindsays,  and  a  Lord  Crawford, 
took  part  in  the  American  War  of  Independence.  A 
tomb  in  New  Jersey  marks  the  resting  spot  of  one  of 
them,  and  the  lineage  ol  t be  Crawfords  is  insi  i  ibed  there. 
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William  who  at  or  about  the  time  of  his 
death  appears  to  have  been  a  merchant  of 
chinaware  in  Philadelphia,  was,  in  our  inti¬ 
mate  family  history  supposed  to  have  held  dur¬ 
ing  the  Revolution  of  ’76  the  Commission  of 
Colonel,  but  there  can  be  found  little  that  is 
specific  to  justify  this  belief.  Among  the  Lind¬ 
says  of  Virginia  was  one  Colonel  Lindsay,  who 
enjoyed  both  social  and  military  distinction. 
He  appears,  however,  to  have  been,  as  far  as 
ascertainable,  no  direct  kin  of  our  family.  Ann 
Calvert,  a  great  granddaughter  of  Lord  Balti¬ 
more,  frequently  spoken  of  as  “Grandmere” 
married  Colonel  Lindsay  in  1776  or  1777. 

The  record  of  the  Pennsylvania  Lindsays  is 
to  be  found  in  Mrs.  Lindsay’s  Book,  above 
referred  to,  at  page  208.  She  states  that  the 

The  Lord  Crawford  of  i lie  War  of  Independence, 
who  received  thirteen  Indicts  through  his  coat  at  the 
Rattle  of  Ticondcroga,  was  introduced  alter  his  return 
to  England  by  George  III  to  Renedict  Arnold. 

“In  the  presence  of  the  King  he  called  Arnold  a 
traitor,  refused  to  shake  hands  with  him.  For  the 
affront  Arnold  challenged  him  to  a  duel.  Arnold  won 
the  chance  to  lire  first,  hut  missed  Earl  Crawford.  The 
Earl  then  declined  to  lire  his  shot,  saying  he  would 
leave  Arnold  to  the  hangman.” 


;  nvu\v  \ 


M 

?  '  jtm:  ’!.!•  fg  j  j  jr  i •  • s  /  f  ,  :i:  '/ 

.1.  •:  !  f  •  >  <i  **i  <5  i H'.  .  i! if  *’ 

ii. L  1  l*3i  jvuI  i  i  f,  /  nt>m  \  yl  rm;l  jjn  n 

V>  fitikilitlovsJI  t *rf i  jini 

<  :i  >i  i  •  1 1 iol  .  r;  *ji'  il;  :.:d  1  nn©J 

m!w  ./  imil  \  xioUO  *j  <>  ?»;//  /  lo  /..« 

.no  Dr.iM1  y.iiiTim  lift;  U  »cw  -d  In/oj Hi 
n  ,i.  .  *  >.- .;,i  f  ,  .  .  .wt  ,i.  if  *;r  H 
./iitiu:3  TWO  lo  XJ ’.4  3  >  nifj  on  ,3id/t/liKri99<S 

.V'  I  io  I  (ii  yj;  i»ni  (  l  iHofcO  boh  icrn 
/vL,i>niJ  j\u\uutymn '.‘A  mIi  io  Ino  irfT 

orifc  .80S  :^fiq  ifi  ,oj  JrjnvVyt 

In  Lth.Ivm?  )  IrtuJ  ifM* 

mil  3i;  u*<  )  i  dj;o:iij  .Jiiiml  u  I  Mill  !>■  Aiyj 

nu»TC  *y\  rtlU.  ImuboUi.i  n  >i  ,kj,ihi  Jiuoji T  lo  ill)*. ft 
i.  b(  •i./  Jnlli.u  >.i 

■  tv/  !>;.  /  »l  i.  ii.*  •  i  A  !•  lit. 

,io  *  «iil  ajifl  >i  -vinlv’b  mil )  III, i 
" m  njuiii  I  Ml  •  bli mi  i  A  yn.il 


59 


Lindsay 

early  ancestor  of  the  Lindsays  of  Pennsylvania 
was  Andrew  Lindsay ,  a  native  of  Belfast,  Ire¬ 
land,  whose  wife’s  family  name  was  either 
Lowery  or  Downing.  They  settled  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  about  1789. 

The  most  promising  records  for  consultation 
are  “Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and 
Biography/’  the  Registers  of  Christ  Church, 
Philadelphia,  and  a  volume  entitled  “The 
Lindsay  Family  Association  of  America,” 
edited  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Lindsay  Atkinson. 
There  are  two  articles  in  this  book  that  arc 
pertinent  to  our  inquiries,  but  one,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  at  page  111  entitled  “Revolutionary 
Soldiers  of  the  name  of  Lindsay  who  served 
from  Pennsylvania,”  is  the  most  suggestive. 

From  this  latter  source  we  learn  of  William 
Lindsay,  Sergeant  in  Captain  Joseph  Envin's 
Company,  raised  in  Westmoreland  County, 
January  I,  1778. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  Magazine  above  noted 
mention  is  again  made  in  Vol.  18  at  pages 
49T5  of  William  Lindsay,  who  was  the  subject 
of  a  letter  from  Captain  Lee  to  General  Wash¬ 
ington.  T  his  letter  was  included  in  an  article 
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of  Worthington  Chauncey  Fox,  on  the  “De¬ 
fences  of  Philadelphia  in  1777”  and  therein 
William  Lindsay  is  referred  to  as  “Lieuten¬ 
ant,”  and  in  the  Volunteer  Militia  of  the 
Revolution,  York  County,  Penna.,  in  the  Fifth 
Battalion,  Second  Company,  commanded  by 
Captain  Adam  Black,  there  was  a  First  Lieu¬ 
tenant  William  Lindsay  (April  5,  1778)  who 
became  Captain  of  the  Seventh  Campany 
tlicrof  in  1779.1 

It  is  entirely  competent  to  identify  our  Wil¬ 
liam  Lindsay,  not  merely  with  the  Lieutenant 
William  Lindsay,  mentioned  by  Captain  Lee 
to  General  Washington,  but  furthermore  with 
the  Lieutenant  William  Lindsay  of  the  Second 
Company  Fifth  Battalion.  Obviously  tradition 
is  not  purely  an  imaginary  concept,  wholly  un¬ 
supported  by  actual  experience;  hence  while 
some  romance  is  concedeclly  intermingled  with 
historical  fact,  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that  our 
venerable  and  unvaried  family  tradition 
should  have  possessed  no  warrant  for  its  exist¬ 
ence. 


1  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Asso.  in  Militia,  Volume  1, 
l>.  U35  and  15 15;  Volume  L\  p,  515-530. 
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Such  indeed  has  ever  been  a  cherished 
tradition  of  the  Bouvier  family,  while  the  sub- 

J  7 

ject  is  stressed  in  the  little  volume  entitled 
“Our  Grandmother’s  Story,”  wherein  it  is  re¬ 
counted  that  upon  the  birth  of  Elizabeth,  her 
tatner  going  forth  to  Church  to  give  thanks, 
“Colonel  (sic)  Lindsay  came  face  to  face  with 
no  less  a  personage  than  General  Washington 
himself  *  *  *  and  it  was  like  him  (Washing¬ 
ton)  to  wish  to  prove  it  (his  sympathy  in  joy) 
on  this  occasion  by  entering  the  house  and  tak¬ 
ing  in  his  arms  the  little  stranger  and  pronounc¬ 
ing  over  her  a  reverent  ‘God  bless  you  .”  Again: 
“our  noble  minded  ancestor  espoused  the  cause 
of  freedom  and  took  his  place  near  the  Great 
Coinmandcr-in-Clucf  as  a  commissioned  offi- 
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CLIFFORD 


This  surname  is  of  English  origin  and  was 
a  patronymic  of  Elizabeth ,  who  was  born 
August  24,  1757,  and  married  William  Alexan¬ 
der  Lindsay  in  1778.  She  died  June  24,  1815. 

The  House  of  Cli fjord  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  in  England.  It  made  powerful 
alliances  among  the  nobility  and  its  descend¬ 
ants  are  to  be  found  in  large  numbers  in 
America,  but  of  Elizabeth  Clifford ,  informa¬ 
tion  that  is  definite,  precise  and  convincing  is 
lacking. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  Magazine,  to  which  ref¬ 
erence  has  already  been  made,  we  learn  in 
Volume  5  at  page  26,  in  the  extracts  from  the 
Journal  of  a  Miss  Sarah  Eve  that  a  Mrs.  Clif¬ 
ford  visited  her  and  in  the  note  to  that  Journal 
the  Editor  states  that  this  Mrs.  Clifford  had  a 
daughter  Elizabeth. 
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EWING 


Ewing  is  historically  stated  to  be  the  Anglificd 
form  of  Ewen  or  Ewin  derived  from  Evanor  Eng- 
ham,  which  was  in  Latin  Eugenios  while  several  of 
the  Ancient  Kings  of  Scots  bore  the  name  of  Ewen 
or  Eugwnius,  one  of  them  having  been  a  distin¬ 
guished  leader  of  his  race  in  the  Great  Wars 
against  the  Romans. 

Arms:  The  authentic  ancient  Ewing  coat  of 
arms  consists  of  “arg.  a  chevron  az.  insignia 
with  a  banner  gu.  charged  with  a  canton  az. 
thereon  a  saltire  arg.  all  between  two  mullets 
in  chief  gu.  sun  in  splendor  in  base,  also  gu. 
with  crest  and  motto  “Audaciter.” 

Generally  the  Ewings  arc  of  Scottish  extrac¬ 
tion  and  were  long  settled  in  the  West  of  Scot¬ 
land,  but  the  branches  of  the  family  in  America 
were  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  clan  with 
which  the  Ewings  were  identified  was  allied 
with  the  Campbells,  as  opposed  to  the  Gordons. 

1.  William  Ewing  was  born  about  1005-1070, 
near  Sterling  Castle  in  Scotland.  He  was  a 
Catholic.  He  married  twice.  By  the  first  mar¬ 
riage  he  had  a  son,  Nathaniel,  and  by  the 
second  he  had  four  sons  and  a  daughter,  l VU¬ 
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Ham,  Joshua,  James,  Samuel  and  Anne.  Na¬ 
thaniel  and  his  half-brother  Joshua  settled  in 
Maryland  on  the  East  side  of  the  Susquehanna 
in  Cecil  County,  near  the  Pennsylvania  line. 

II.  Nathaniel  Ewing,  was  born  at  or  near 
Coleraine  County,  Londonderry,  Ireland,  in  or 
about  1692.  He  died  September  6th,  1718,  hav¬ 
ing  migrated  to  this  country  in  1725  with  his 
wife  Rachel  Porter  and  their  children  then 
born.  In  Maryland  where  they  subsequently 
settled  there  was  born  a  son  Alexander. 

III.  Alexander  Ewing,  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
his  wife  Rachel,  was  born  about  1731  and  in 
1753  married  Jane  Kirkpatrick.  He  died  in 
Maryland  in  1799,  leaving  a  son  James. 

IV.  James  Ewing1  son  of  Alexander  and 
Jane  was  born  in  or  about  1754,  died  in  Caro¬ 
line  County,  Maryland,  in  1810  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Elizabeth  Griffith  a  daughter  of  John 
Griffith  and  Susanna  Edmunds  (the  former  an 

‘There  were  two  fames  Ewings  of  Manland,  one 
of  Caroline  County,  I  lie  other  of  Somerset.  I  he  James 
Ewing  of  Somerset  died  without  issue  in  1791. 

On  August  12th,  1791,  Peter  Amundsen,  Sheriff  of 
Caroline  County,  conveyed  to  James  Ewing  a  half  acre 
of  land  near  the  Town  of  Denton. 
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officer  of  the  Seventh  Maryland  Line),  on  the 
15th  day  of  February  1792. 

Janies  Ewing’s  military  record  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution  reveals  that  he  was  a  Lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  First  Regiment  of  General  Small¬ 
wood’s  Brigade,  Colonel  Ortho  H.  Williams 
commanding,  from  May  1778  to  the  end  of  the 
war  when  he  was  mustered  out  a  Captain. 

On  July  6th,  1781  Captain  Ewing  was  ad¬ 
mitted  to  membership  in  the  Society  of  the 
Cincinnati  becoming  a  subscriber  to  its  origi¬ 
nal  Institution  as  the  Society’s  records  in 
Maryland  disclose. 

In  virtue  of  this  descent  his  great-grandson, 
John  Vernon  Bouvicr,  after  procuring  the 
requisite  waivers  from  his  cousin  the  late  Ber¬ 
nard  M.  Ewing,  was  duly  admitted  to  member¬ 
ship  in  the  Maryland  Society  of  the  Cincinnati 
on  the  22nd  day  of  February  1918. 

James  Ewing  died  shortly  after  the  birth  in 
1795  of  his  son  Robert  Ewing  leaving  his 
widow  him  surviving.  T  he  latter  subsequently 
married  Jesse  Turner  Esc j .  of  Kent  County 
Delaware  whom  she  likewise  survived.* 1 


’"In  the  Cemetery  of  Denton  (('.;i ml inc  County)  •  •  * 

I  he  Catholic  Cemetery  is  ;ils<>  of  tom|>ui;ilively  letent 


orb  ni  f  hb»otlfU3(n  « »t  lyjjiiirt 
olivib  iHUsl^tM 


i fit  to  nijirv  ul 


till  lo  <<?n 

_ *  <rri  M‘J  II  !*'t  lUOflv/  dikv/cHM  -  j 


6G 


Our  Fore  be  an 


V.  Robert  Ewing,  merchant,  son  of  James 


Ewing  and  Elizabeth  Griffith  (afterwards  Eliza¬ 


beth  Turner),  was  born  July  20,  1795. 

His  first  wife  was  Elizabeth  Davis  by  whom 
he  had  two  children:  Elizabeth  (who  died  a 
spinster)  and  John.  The  latter  married  Erneline 
McCreedy  and  of  their  union  there  were  born 
Bernard  At.,  Sarah  and  Mmy  who  married 
Frank  Repellier  Esq.  of  Philadelphia. 

Bernard  M.  from  whom  John  Vernou  Bou- 
vier  Jr.  procured  the  necessary  waiver  of  the 
former’s  prior  right  to  membership  in  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  the  Cincinnati  married  on  the  10th  day 
of  October  188-1  Louise  Dixon  daughter  of 
Joseph  S.  Dixon  Esq.  of  Philadelphia  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  C.  Bouvicr. 

Of  this  union  two  children  were  born: 

date,  the  earliest  tombstones  being  inscribed  to  the 
memory  of  *  •  •  Elizabeth  Turner,  daughter  of  John 
Griffith,  of  Dorchester  County,  Maryland,  born  March 
3,  1770,  died  September  29,  1811.  Her  fust  husband  was 
fames  Ewing  of  Caroline  County.  Maryland,  after  whose 
death  she  married  Jesse  Turner  of  Kent  County,  Dela¬ 
ware,  whom  she  also  survived.  Monument  erected  by 
her  son,  Robert  Ewing  of  Philadelphia,  I'a.” 

“Historic*' Seene*'  of  Maryland  and  the  District  of 
Columbia"  by  Helen  \V.  Ridgely  at  page  201. 
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]oseJ)h,  August  5th,  1881  and  Elizabeth ,  May 
9th,  1887,  both  of  whom  subsequently  married. 

Bernard  died  in  Detroit,  Michigan  on  the 
1st  day  of  November  192(3  and  was  interred  at 
Calvary  Cemetery,  Long  Island.  Sarah  died  a 
spinster. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth 
Davis,  Robert  Ewing  married  Maria  Smith,  ac¬ 
counted  in  her  day  a  woman  of  unusual  charm 
and  graceful  beauty  who  was  the  reigning  toast 
of  contemporary  Philadelphia  society.  She  was 
a  sister  of  Aubrey  Smith  who  in  his  generation 
had  become  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
lawyers  of  the  country. 

By  this  union  Robert  Ewing  had  three  chil¬ 
dren,  Maria,  Julia  and  Thomas  Smith.  The 
last  mentioned  married  a  Miss  Davis  by  whom 
he  had  a  son  (his  only  child)  John  Davis 
Ewing  who  died  unmarried. 

Thomas  Smith  Ewing  assisted  in  recruiting 
the  llGth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers 
and  served  for  some  time  as  Adjutant  of  that 
Command.  The  press  notices  at  the  time  of  his 
death  which  synchronized  with  the  Thirtieth 
Anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Eredcl  ic  ksburg, 
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described  him  as  “an  honorable  and  brave  man 
wounded  in  front  of  Petersburg.’' 

It  was  related  of  him  that  when  the  news  of 
President  Lincoln’s  death  reached  the  Army, 
Ewing’s  Company  was  just  forming  for  eve¬ 
ning  Dress  Parade;  that  the  Captain  tore  the 
black  lining  from  his  coat  and  draped  the  flag 
and  that  hence  the  116th  Pennsylvania  Volun¬ 
teers  was  in  all  probability  the  only  regiment 
appearing  in  line  that  evening  with  its  Hag 
draped  in  memory  of  the  martyred  President. 

Julia  Ewing  died  a  spinster  hut  Maria,  her 
sister,  married  Alfred  Gouuui  of  Philadelphia, 
a  brother  of  Franklin  Cowan  for  many  years 
President  of  the  Reading  Railroad. 

Of  the  latter  union  there  were  born  two 
children  Robert  and  Elizabeth  both  of  whom 
married. 

Robert  Ewing’s  third  wife  was  Caroline  Mas - 
l in  of  Caroline  County,  Maryland,  whom  he 
married  September  13th,  1810.  She  died  in 
January  1818. 

By  this  union  there  were  horn:  I'irginia, 
Caroline  and  Athalia. 

Virginia  married  Alfred  Gibson  of  Phila- 
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dclphia  and  had  one  child  Emma,  later  the 
wife  of  Thomas  S.  Gates  of  Philadelphia.  She 
died  in  1928. 

Caroline  married  John  Vernou  Bouvicr. 

Athalia  married  Louis  Edwards  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  and  had  three  children  Robert,  Elizabeth , 
and  Athalia ,  all  of  whom  subsequently  mar¬ 
ried.  Robert  died  in  1929. 

In  his  life  Robert  Ewing  was  a  personality, 
a  man  of  arrest ive  dignity,  distinguished  pres¬ 
ence  and  commanding  and  courteous  address. 
Well  over  six  feet  in  height  but  broad  of 
shoulder  and  unencumbered  by  flesh,  he  pre¬ 
sented  a  figure  of  compelling  attractiveness 
and  charm. 

His  portrait  painted  in  1831  by  Sully  (the 
artist  the  same  year  painted  that  of  his  second 
wife,  Maria  Smith),  reveals  a  face  peculiarly 
engaging,  a  straight  symmetrical  nose,  strong 
but  sensitive  mouth,  warm  blue  eyes  and  a  firm 
well-moulded  chin.  He  wears  a  high  stock 
above  the  edge  of  which  appears  his  white  col¬ 
lar  and  a  coat  with  broad  and  generous  lapels. 
The  portrait  is  the  counterfeit  presentment, 
executed  with  consummate  skill  of  a  Nine- 
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teentli  Century  gentleman  of  reticent  elegance. 

Early  in  his  residence  in  Philadelphia  Rob¬ 
ert  Ewing  was  recognized  as  a  man  of  rich  and 
varied  culture,  enjoying  wide  popularity  and 
fixed  social  eminence.  His  gallery  of  paintings 
selected  with  judgment  and  discrimination, 
was  frequently  borrowed  for  public  and  quasi¬ 
private  exhibitions. 

His  home  at  1028  Walnut  Street  was  the 
center  of  the  culturally  and  socially  elect  while 
his  hospitality  was  one  of  the  marked  features 
of  Philadelphia’s  attractive  life.  Eater,  in  the 
stress  of  disturbing  finances  he  sold  his  resi¬ 
dence  to  l)r.  Weir  Mitchell,  a  Philadelphia 
physician  of  recognized  skill,  as  well  as  an 
author  of  moving  interest  and  charm,  and 
shortly  thereafter  disposed  of  most,  if  not  prac¬ 
tically  all,  of  his  paint  ings. 

Robert  Ewing  died  June  11th,  1 8f>8.  Of  him, 
as  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  it  might  well  be  said: 

"lie  was  the  kindliest  fiiencl 
I  her  best  conditioned 

The  most  unswerving  spirit  in  doing  courtesy." 

VI.  Caroline  Muslin  Firing,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  Ewing  by  his  third  wife,  Caroline  Mas- 
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lin,  was  born  in  Philadelphia  August  11th, 
1844,  and  there  married  John  Vernon  Bouvier 
October  27th,  18G4.  She  had  two  children: 
Caroline  Ewing  (who  died  in  infancy)  and 
John  Vernou,  Jr. 

Caroline  Ewing  Bouvier  enriched  a  singu¬ 
larly  beautiful  face  and  form  with  a  spiritual 
nobility  that  made  her 

“Earth’s  noblest  thing— a  woman  perfected.’’ 
She  was: 

“A  wondrous  creature  cleaving  to  the  right  and 
to  the  good  under  all  change:  lovely  in  youthful 
comeliness,  lovely  all  her  life  long  in  comeliness  of 
heart.” 

To  the  eyes  of  her  husband,  who  was  always 
her  lover,  she  was  like  the  amaranth,  a  never 
fading  flower,  while  to  her  son  she  was,  in  the 
words  of  Coleridge,  "the  holiest  thing  alive.” 

Well  may  he  with  Tennyson  exclaim: 

“*  *  *  Happy  he 

With  such  a  Mother !  faith  in  womankind 
Beats  with  his  blood,  and  trust  in  all  things 
high. 

Comes  easy  to  him:  and  tho’  he  trip  and  fall 
He  shall  not  blind  liis  soul  with  clay.'’ 
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To  her,  with  rarest  truth,  may  be  applied 
the  words  of  Wordsworth: 

*  shall  show  us  how  divine  a  thing  a  woman 
may  be  made.” 

In  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  her  age  surrounded 
by  those  she  loved  and  who  loved  her,  peace¬ 
fully,  gently,  like  a  falling  leaf,  Caroline  passed 
to  her  rich  reward  upon  the  20th  day  of  Janu¬ 
ary  1929,  at  eventide. 

Throughout  her  exemplary  and  useful  life 
she  “so  acted  in  the  valley  that  she  did  not  fear 
those  that  stood  upon  the  hill.”  Of  her  one 
must  needs  write  in  Italics  and  speak  in  Capi¬ 
tals.  Everything  she  did  was  invested  with  dig¬ 
nity  and  charm,  while  her  devotion  to  her 
Faith  was  inspirational,  envisioning  the  Epiph¬ 
any  of  life  and  love  as  did  the  Gifts  of  the  Magi 
to  the  New-Born  Christ. 
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M ASLIN 


While  the  Maslin  family  is  stated  to  be  of 
English  extraction,  it,  in  all  probability,  first 
appeared  in  Brabant.  It  has  spread  through¬ 
out  the  United  States  and  its  members  arc  to 
be  found  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  Tennessee,  Ohio,  Missouri,  Colorado  and 
California. 

Arms: 

Mali nes  or  Mechlin  (Brabant). 

On  three  fales  gueules  crest.  An  ass’s  head 
proper  surmounting  twisted  wreath. 

War  cry  “Berthout.” 

I.  Thomas  Maslin ,  its  founder  in  America, 
was  born  about  1092,  migrated  here  from  Eng¬ 
land  about  the  year  1710,  settled  in  Kent 
County,  Maryland,  where  he  purchased  ‘100 
acres  of  land.  He  married  in  1712  Jane  Britain, 
by  whom  he  had  two  sons  ' Thomas  II  born 
Oct.  3,  1714  and  James  born  Dec.  21,  1717.  He 
died  shortly  after  the  birth  of  fames  in  1717, 
leaving  his  wife  him  surviving,  who  later  mar¬ 
ried  James  Tibbcis  by  whom  she  had  three 
sons.  She  died  in  Nov.  172S. 
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II.  Thomas  Muslin  II  married  Ann  Lamb 
about  1735,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons,  James, 
Thomas  III  and  Francis. 

By  his  second  wife  he  had  four  sons,  to  wit: 
John,  Hamer,  Britain  and  Samuel.  They 
severally  and  collectively  volunteered  in  the 
Revolutionary  Army,  proceeded  to  New  York, 
were  captured,  imprisoned  in  the  old  ship 
“Jersey”  and  fed  on  bread  mixed  with  lime. 
There  is  no  branch  of  these  four  sons  surviv¬ 
ing. 

III.  ' Thomas  Muslin  III,  born  about  1730, 
married,  about  1759,  Martha  Glenn.  Of  this 
union  there  were  born  eleven  children,  to  wit: 
Martha,  Thomas,  James  (the  latter  was  in 
Philadelphia  in  1810),  T  itus,  William,  Rebec¬ 
ca,  John,  Ann,  Joseph,  Jacob  and  Michael 
Miller,  who  died  in  1812. 

IV.  Michael  Miller  Muslin  was  born  in  Kent 
County,  Maryland,  about  1788.  He  married, 
at  York,  Penna.,  on  Aug.  13,  1810,  Eliza  Sarah 
M older,  by  which  union  there  were  ten  chil¬ 
dren,  to  wit:  Sarah,  Ann  Maria,  Athalia, 
Thomas  Michael,  Caroline,  Titus,  Edward, 
Alexander,  Charles  Henry  and  Virginia.  He 
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died  Oct.  8,  1852,  not  long  separated  from  his 
wife  who  died  twenty-three  days  thereafter. 

V.  Caroline  Maslin,  was  born  in  Caroline 
County,  Maryland,  in  the  year  1822,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Robert  Ewing  on  September  13,  1812. 
She  died  January  2f>th,  18*18,  leaving  four  <hil- 
dren,  Virginia,  Caroline ,  Alitalia  and  Jose- 
j)hinc  (who  died  in  infancy). 

John  A.  Maslin,  a  cousin  of  Michael  Miller 
Maslin,  married  Elizabeth  lUahislon ,  by  whom 
she  had  five  children,  four  daughters  and  a  son. 

In  passing  it  may  be  noted  that  the  Blakis- 
tons  likewise  took  part  in  the  Revolutionary 
War  in  the  person  of  Presley  lUahislon.  lie 
was  captured  and  imprisoned  by  the  British. 
One  of  his  ancestors  was  a  signer  of  the  death 
warrant  of  Charles  I  of  England.1 

"'Hook  of  Family  Crests,"  2  vols.,  I>y  Henry  Wash¬ 
burn  London,  Vol.  I,  page  15;  Vol.  II,  page  21. 
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Wc  have  seen  that  Elizabeth  Griffith  mar¬ 
ried  Captain  James  Ewing  of  Caroline  Coun¬ 
ty,  Maryland,  on  the  15th  day  of  February, 
1792.  She  was  born  March  3,  1770,  and  died 
September  29,  1811,  the  daughter  of  John 
Griffith  of  Dorchester  County,  Maryland,  and 
Suanna  Edmunds,  his  wife,  the  latter  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Robert  and  Alice  Edmunds  of  Dorchester 
County.1 

John  Griffith  was  enrolled  as  ensign  in  the 
Bucks  Company,  Captain  Benjamin  Keene 
November  30,  1775;  ensign  1st  Maryland  Bat¬ 
talion  of  the  Flying  Camp,  June,  December, 
1770;  1st  Lieutenant  7th  Regiment  Maryland 
Line  Colonel  John  Gunby,  December  10th, 
1770,  resigned  March  22,  1777;  March  27th 
1777,  1st  Lieutenant  2nd  Battalion  Peter 
Adams,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  General  William 
Smallwood’s  Brigade;  2nd  Lieutenant  Dorches¬ 
ter  County  (Maryland  Militia),  Colonel  Robert 
Harrison  May  20th,  1778,  and  August  23,  1781. 

It  was  in  virtue  of  his  descent  from  Lieu- 


1  See  Wills  liluT  !D,  lolio  Dorchester  Coiiiiin. 
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tenant  John  Griffith  that  John  Vernon  Bou- 
vier,  Jr.,  was  duly  elected  a  member  of  the 
society  of  the  “Sons  of  the  Revolution  in  the 
State  of  New  York,”  on  Nov.  21,  11113,  while  his 
son  John  Vernon  Bouvicr  III,  was  duly  elected, 
from  the  same  propositus,  a  member  of  the 
Maryland  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  Feb.  22, 
1910;  a  contemporaneous  membership  of  fath¬ 
er  and  son,  which,  if  not  definitely  unique,  may, 
nevertheless,  be  regarded  as  unusual. 

'Fhus  have  we  reached  the  emergent  year 
1910  with  the  honorable  record  unimpaired 
and  no  “blot  upon  the  ‘scutcheon’.”  It  may 
well  be  said  in  humble  thanksgiving  that  “we 
have  kept  the  Faith.” 
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The  Genealogical  Society  of  Pennsylvania 
1300  Locust  Street ,  Philadelphia 

(Compendium) 

John  Vernon  Bouvier. 

Birthplace  and  Date  of  Birth:  Torresdalc,  Penna., 
August  12,  18G5. 

Present  legal  residence:  7G5  Park  Avenue,  New 
York  City,  N.Y. 

Post  office  address:  52  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

Early  education:  Educated  at  Columbia  Grammar 
School  and  in  Paris  and  England,  and  by  private 
tutors. 

Higher  education :  Graduate  Columbia  Univer¬ 
sity:—  A. B.  188G;  A.M.  School  of  Political  Science, 
1887;  LL.B.,  School  of  Law  1888.  Phi  Bela  Kappa, 
Valedictorian;  Winner  of  the  Chanler  Historical 
Prize;  Presentation  Orator,  Twenty-fifth  Anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  Class  graduation  and  again  upon  its 
Fiftieth  Anniversary. 

Profession:  Admitted  to  the  Bar,  1888.  Associated 
with  the  firm  of  Holmes  8:  Adams,  1888-1881);  with 
the  firm  of  Hoadly,  Lauterbach  &:  Johnson,  1889- 
1899.  Established  firm  of  Bouvier  &:  Warren,  1899; 
subsequently,  Bouvier  8c  l)ugro,  later  Bouvier, 
Doyle  k  Davis;  Bouvier,  Geer  &  Lindsay;  Bouvier, 
Galley  &  Beale;  Bouvier  Sc  Beale.  For  forty  years, 
i.e.  1888-1928,  a  trial  lawyer  and  in  the  interval 
disposed,  in  Court,  of  lour  thousand  rases,  spe- 
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ciali/ing,  among  other  things,  in  stocks,  stock¬ 
brokers  and  stock  Exchanges. 

Connection  with  offices  held:  Four  years  Presi¬ 
dent  School  Hoard,  Nutlcy,  New  Jersey.  Past  Presi¬ 
dent  New  York  State  Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion.  Past  and  Honorary  General  President,  General 
Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution;  Member  of  the 
Society  of  Cincinnati;  Past  Commander,  New  York 
State  Commandery,  Military  Order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion  of  the  United  States.  Member  of  the  Union 
Club;  Racquet  K:  Tennis  Club  and  the  Piping  Rock 
Club. 

Military  Seivices:  On  the  Staff  of  lirig.  Gen.  Sam¬ 
uel  Ansell  and  later  of  Major  General  Enoch 
Crowder,  as  Major  Judge-Advocate.  Graduate  of 
Stair  Instruction  Section,  War  Plans  Division,  Gen¬ 
eral  Staff  of  the  Army  War  College,  and  completed 
successfully  the  course  for  Divisional  Stair  Ollicers, 
as  a  Division  Judge  Advocate.  Valedictorian  of  the 
Class. 


Titles  and  dates  of  fnihlii ation  of  hooks:  Author 
of:  “  I  he  Constitution’s  Peril”;  “  I  he  Nation’s 
lluilders”;  "Leadership  and  the  Nation’s  Rudd¬ 
ers”;  "Washington  Maker  of  a  Nation”;  "Personal 
Liberty  and  Jcllersonianism";  "War,  Pacifism  and 
IJnprcpareclncss";  "Foin teenth  of  July”;  "Rolands 
for  Olivers”;  "  J  he  Constitution's  Recession"; 
"Our  Political  Recession”;  "Colonial  Days";  "Our 
Aims  and  I  low  to  Achieve  I  lieiu";  "Prohibition's 
Evils  ;  "  1  he  Instant  Age”;  "  The  Foreign  Debt"; 

I  he*  1  rend  ’;  "  I  he  Age  of  Repudiation";  "New 
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Lamps  for  Old”;  “Have  We  Progressed”;  “The  Tax 
Burden.” 

References  to  printed  works  containing  personal 
biography  and  ancestral  history: 

"Armorial  De  Dauphine”  by  G.  de  Rivorie  dc  la 
Italic,  Lyons,  France,  1867. 

“Archives  de  la  Noblesse  et  du  College  Herald- 
icj tic  de  France,”  Paris,  France. 

“Les  Comba Hants  Francais  de  la  Guerre  Ameri- 
cine,  1778-1783,”  Washington,  D.C.,  1905. 

Penna,  Magazine,  Volume  V,  page  26. 

Penna.  Archives  Asso.  in  Militia,  Volume  I, 
pages  255  and  515;  Volume  II,  pages  515  and  550. 

"Defences  of  Philadelphia  in  1777”  by  Worthing¬ 
ton  Chaunccy  Fox. 

History  of  Maryland,  Scharf,  Volume  3,  Appen¬ 
dix,  pages  767,  769. 

Archives  of  Maryland;  Journal  of  the  Maryland 
Convention;  Journal  and  Correspondence  of  the 
Maryland  Council  of  Safety,  1775-1776,  Volume  11, 
pages  258,  267,  268. 

Historical  Register  of  the  Officers  of  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Army,  1775-1783,  by  Francis  lb  Heitmann, 
Edition  of  1914,  page  263. 

Historical  Register  of  the  Continental  Army, 
page  202,  by  Francis  IF  lleilmann. 

History  of  Dorchester  County,  Maryland,  page 
206.  by  F.lias  Jones.  (  I  his  reference  is  explanatory 
of  the  Flying  Camp,  which  was  mustered  out  in 
December  1776.) 
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History  of  Dorchester  County,  Maryland,  pages 
224,  225,  by  Elias  Jones.  (This  contains  a  list  of 
the  Militia  Officers  in  Dorchester  County,  Lower 
Battalion,  with  date  of  commission,  wherein  John 
Griffith  appears  as  2nd  Lieutenant,  May  20,  1778.) 

History  of  Dorchester  County,  Maryland,  pages 
201,  202,  by  Elias  Jones.  (This  reference  is  given  in 
respect  of  the  organization  of  the  Bucks  Company, 
Captain  John  Keene,  of  which  John  Griffith  was 
ensign,  and  referred  to  in  the  Archives  of  Mary¬ 
land,  Volume  11,  page  258.) 

Archives  of  Marland,  Volume  21,  pages  96,  97, 
containing  a  minute  of  commission  to  John  Grif¬ 
fith,  Ensign,  and  others. 

Archives  of  Maryland,  Volume  1 1,  pages  258,  268. 

Will  of  Robert  Edmunds,  July  5,  1772,  Liber  39, 
folios  364,  365,  Dorchester  County,  Maryland. 

Marriage  License  Record  filed  in  Carolina 
County,  Maryland,  containing  marriage  license  of 
James  Ewing  to  Elizabeth  Griffith,  February  15, 
1792. 

The  Land  Books  of  Dorchester  County,  Mary¬ 
land,  H-D,  No.  20,  pages  126-136,  inclusive. 

Historic  Graves  ol  Maryland  and  the  District  of 
Columbia,  page  204,  by  Helen  I).  Ridgely. 

Marriage:  Maude  Frances  Sergeant. 

Place  and  date  ol  Maniage:  April  16,  1890,  New 
York  City. 

Plate  and  date  of  Wife’s  Birth:  July  9,  1869, 
Spuyten  Duyvil,  N.Y. 
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Place  and  date  of  wife’s  death:  April  2,  19-10,  New 
York  City. 

Place  of  Interment:  St.  Philomena’s  Cemetery, 
East  Hampton,  Long  Island. 

Her  Father’s  name:  William  R.  Sergeant. 

Her  Mother’s  name:  Edith  M.  Leaman. 

Children’s  names;  birthplace;  dates: 

John  Vernou,  III,  New  York  City,  May  19,  1891. 

Captain  William  Sergeant,  (died  Oct.  8,  1929), 
Nutley,  New  Jersey,  April  28,  1 893. 

Edith  Ewing,  (Mrs.  Phelan  Beale),  Nutley,  New 
Jersey,  Oct.  5,  1894. 

Maude  Reppelin,  (Mrs.  John  E.  Davis),  Nutley, 
New  Jersey,  Aug.  4,  1905. 

Michelle  Caroline  (Mrs.  Henry  C.  Scott),  Nutley, 
New  Jersey,  August  4,  1905. 

Death  of  child: 

Captain  William  Sergeant  Bouvier,  Los  Olivos, 
California,  Oct.  8,  1929. 

Marriages  of  children: 

John  Vernou,  III,  Janet  Lee,  East  Hampton, 
N.Y.,  July  7,  1928. 

Captain  William  Sergeant,  Emma-Louise  Stone, 
New  York  City,  Aug.  24,  1917. 

Edith  Ewing  (Mrs.  Phelan  Beale),  New  York  City, 
January  17,  1917. 

Michelle  Caroline  (Mrs.  Henry  C.  Scott),  East 
Hampton,  N.Y.,  July  l,  1920. 

Maude  Reppelin  (Mrs.  John  E.  Davis), 
Hampton,  N.Y.,  September  5,  1928. 

Father’s  name:  John  Vernou  Bouvier. 
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Date  and  place  of  Birth:  March  25,  1843,  Phila., 
Penna. 

Date  and  place  of  Death:  January  2,  1926,  New 
York  City. 

Biographical  facts  concerning  father: 

Residence:  Philadelphia,  Penna. 

Occupation:  Member  New  York  Stock  Exchange 
from  June  1869  to  January  1920. 

John  Vernou  Bouvier,  Captain  by  brevet,  United 
States  Army  Northern  Forces  in  the  Civil  War.  En¬ 
rolled  April  18,  1861,  at  Philadelphia,  mustered 
into  service  April  27,  1861,  as  private,  Company  G, 
2nd  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  later  known  as  19th 
Pennsylvania  Infantry  Volunteers.  Mustered  out 
with  the  Company  Aug.  8,  1861. 

Recommended  by  General  Wadsworth  for  ap¬ 
pointment  as  aide-de-camp  and  taken  by  General 
Patrick  upon  his  Stall,  March  1862.  Mustered  in  as 
Second  Lieutenant,  80th  New  York  Infantry  Vol¬ 
unteers  to  date  from  April  25,  1862.  Served  until 
August  29.  1862,  when  severely  wounded  at  (’.rove- 
ton,  Virginia  and  taken  prisoner.  Exchanged  and 
rejoined  Stall  of  General  Patrick,  in  command  2nd 
Brigade,  3rd  Division,  Department  Rappahannock, 
at  Warrentown,  November  8,  1862. 

Mustered  in  as  First  Lieutenant  80th  New  York 
Infantry  as  of  March  6,  1863,  but  still  on  duty  as 
aide-de-camp  on  Stall  of  General  Patrick  until 
honorably  discharged  October  5,  1863,  owing  to 
effect  of  gun-shot  wounds  “received  at  the  Second 
Battle  of  Bull  Run.” 
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February  20,  1809,  commissioned  Captain  United 
States  Volunteers  as  of  March  13,  1805  “for  gal¬ 
lant  and  meritorious  services  at  the  Battles  of 
Groveton,  Virginia  and  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania." 

Son  of  Michel  Bouvier. 

By  his  wife  Louise  C.  Vernou. 

Names  and  dates  of  paternal  ancestors  in  direct 
line : 

Ac NATE 

BOUVIER 

Michel  Bouvier,  born  at  Pont  St.  Esprit,  France, 
March  2,  1792;  married  May  28,  1828,  Louise  C. 
Vernou.  Died  at  Philadelphia,  June  9,  1874. 

Antoine  Bouvier— ancient  house  of  Fontaine, 
near  Grenoble,  lived  in  1410. 

Francois  Bouvier,  Counsellor  in  Parliament  in 
1553. 

Arms:  D’azur  au  lion  d’or;  an  chef  cle  memc 
charge  tie  trois  lute  lifts  tie  gueulcs. 

Georges  Bouvier,  born  at  Grenoble,  1098;  mar¬ 
ried,  1719,  Gasparde  Agnalus  (who  predeceased  him 
in  1752).  Georges  died  in  1754. 

Issue:  Francois  Bouvier,  born  at  Grenoble,  1721; 
died  1773;  married  Benoit  Reppelin,  born  1730, 
daughter  of  Jean  Reppelin  and  Marguerite  Buisson 
of  Grenoble,  April  20.  1753.  (The  Reppelin  name 
is  described  in  the  "Armorial  ol  Daupliine,”  as  an 
ancient  family  of  St.  Fgreve.  near  Grenoble.  Avmar 
and  Claude  Reppelin,  brothers,  were  confirmed  in 
their  nobility  by  an  Act  of  Parliament,  March  9, 
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1464,  and  Aymar  became  one  of  the  Seigneurs  of 
Sa  lien  age.) 

Francois  Bouvicr  and  Benoit  Rcppelin  had  the 
following  issue,  all  born  at  or  near  Grenoble: 

Pierre  Joseph,  born  May  6,  1754. 

Claude,  born  April  6,  1755. 

Francois,  born  June  (J,  1756. 

Jeanne,  born  June  21,  1757. 

Andre  Eustache,  born  May  29,  1758. 

Andre  Eustache  married  Therese  Mercicr,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Joseph  Mercicr  and  Anne  Trintignan,  Feb. 
3,  1789.  Andre  died  May  12,  1835.  Therese  died 
November  9,  1828. 

Andre  Eustache  Bouvicr  fought  for  American  In¬ 
dependence  under  Captain  Savournin  of  the  (ire- 
noble  (artillery)  Regiment.  He  was  present  at  the 
surrender  of  Yorktown.  October  19,  1781,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  France  in  1783.  The  Regiment  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Savournin  was  one  o*  the  four  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  General  Rochambeau. 

Of  the  union  between  Andre  Eustache  and  The¬ 
rese  Mcrcier  there  was  Lorn  Michel  Bouvicr,  March 
2,  1792,  who  migrated  to  America  in  1815  and  set¬ 
tled  permanently  in  Philadelphia.  On  the  2nd  day 
of  May,  1821,  he  was  duly  elected  a  member  of  the 
Voluntary  Infantry  called  the  “State  Fenciblcs,” 
2nd  Company,  attached  to  the  First  Division  P.M., 
and  served  as  a  member  of  said  Corps  for  seven 
successive  years.  Bouvicr  Street,  intermediate  17th 
and  18th  Streets,  extending  north  and  south  from 
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Jefferson  Street  to  Columbia  Avenue,  was  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia  on  June  26,  1867, 
and  the  street  was  named  after  the  donor.) 

Michel  married  in  1823,  Sarah  Ann  Pierson,  born 
March  4,  1800,  died  December  26,  1820. 

Issue:  Eustache  Bouvier,  born  June  4,  1825;  died 
Dec.  2,  1886. 

Therese  E.  Bouvier  (widow  of  Jonathon  Patter¬ 
son),  born  July  12,  1826;  married  Nov.,  1848;  died 
Sept.  27.  1916. 

On  the  28th  clay  of  May,  1828,  Michel  Bouvier 
married  Louise  C.  Vernon,  born  March  20,  1811, 
died  October  5,  1872,  daughter  of  John  Vernon  and 
Elizabeth  Clifford  Lindsay  (widow  of  Francis  Sa- 
voy). 

Issue:  Elizabeth  C.  (wife  of  Joseph  E.  Dixon), 
born  Oct.  9,  1820;  died  May  7.  1884. 

Louise  A.  (a  Religious  ol  the  Sacred  Heart),  born 
March  12,  1831;  died  April  26,  1002. 

Emma  M.  (wife  of  Francis  A.  Drexel),  born  May 
18,  1833;  died  January  20,  1883. 

Xcnaide  S.  (spinster),  born  July  31,  1835;  died 
February  7,  1014. 

Alcxine  E.  (spinster),  born  July  12,  1837;  died 
October  30,  1014. 

Mary  II.  (spinster),  born  Jan.  8,  1811;  died  Nov. 
23.  1031. 

John  Vernon,  born  March  25.  1813;  died  Jan.  2, 
1 026. 

Josephine  M.,  born  1815;  died  April  22,  1817. 
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Michel  C.,  born  April  8,  1847;  died  July  29, 
1935. 

Joseph  A.,  born  April  9,  1852;  died  Feb.  12, 
1850. 

VERNOU 

1026:  1’he  most  ancient  personage  connected 
with  this  old  stock  was  Armand  de  Vernon,  Sei¬ 
gneur  de  Vernon. 

1321:  Geoffrey  de  Vernon  married  Desiree  de  la 
Tremoillc. 

1370:  Jean  de  Vernon,  secretary  to  King  Charles 
V,  of  France,  who  lived  at  Saint-Maixent  in  1450; 
father  of  Barthelemy  de  Vernon,  who  in  1482 
married  Marie  de  Prahcc. 

Issue:  Jacques,  Jean,  Maurice. 

Maurice  had  no  issue. 

Jean  de  Vernon  died  in  1535,  leaving  a  daughter 
Yves  de  Vernon. 

Jacques  de  Vernon  married  in  1507,  Jacquctte  de 
Montalembert. 

Issue:  Jacques,  Louise,  Gabriel. 

Jacques  (the  son)  was  Seigneur  de  la  Rivcrc  and 
de  Ronneuil,  married  February  1,  1527,  Radegonde 
Payen. 

issue:  Louis,  Jean. 

Louis,  the  son,  divided  the  goods  of  1 1  le  house 
with  li is  brother  Jean.  He  married  April  20,  1574, 
Jeanne  Levesque. 

Issue:  Louis  II,  who  married,  November  11,  1000, 
Louise  de  Marans,  died  April  10,  1014,  leaving  as 
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issue:  Louis,  Francois,  Louise,  Charlotte, 

Francois  was  a  Colonel  in  the  Marines  and  mar¬ 
ried  Marie  de  Chabot  dc  Tarnac. 

Louis  III  married,  in  1G55,  Marguerite  de  Nos- 
say. 

issue:  Menri,  Pierre,  Charlotte. 

Henri  married  Maric-Annc  Rolland  and  died  in 
1677. 

Issue:  Gaston,  who  married  Elizabeth  de  Sainte 
Maine. 

Charles,  who  married,  December  17,  1703,  Marie 
Su/anne  Beraudin. 

Issue:  Louis,  Marie. 

Louis  Chevalier,  Seigneur  de  Bonneuil,  married, 
January  22,  1738,  Marie  de  Chaumont. 

Issue:  Louis,  Philippe,  Antoine. 

Antoine  (Baron)  de  Bonneuil,  born  August  21, 
1735,  married,  in  1769,  Marie-Monigue  de  Loin- 
cron. 

Issue:  Jean  de  Vcrnou,  born  1771,  died  March 
1  1,  1837. 

Jean  de  Vcrnou  migrated  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Philadelphia,  about  1797,  dropping 
the  “de”  due  to  the  fact  that  he  was  a  political 
refugee  proscribed  by  the  leaders  of  the  French 
Revolution,  lie  married  his  first  wife  in  1798. 

Issue:  Peter  ].,  who  died  April  23,  1826. 

In  1802,  Jean  married  Fli/abetli  Clifford  Lind¬ 
say,  born  November  6,  1780,  willow  of  Francis 
Savoy. 


.*>i;h  ti. T  ob  >b  ‘hj.W  *wrf 


,H()Tt  ,71  rxlni  >T>C!  ,b  hj  imu  oriw 


HUM  Fii  ilr//  »'ul  *\A  Iwiium  »H  noiiubi.  >X 


'i  i  . i.:  itf  ,  ft.!  i  i/a>  lit  *il 


Appendix  89 

Issue:  John  W.,  Michel,  Louise,  Alexander  D., 
Elizabeth,  William  G.,  Joseph. 

LINDSAY 

William  Alexander  Lindsay  was  born  in  1756, 
and  died  in  1812.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Clifford,  was 
born  in  1757,  and  died  in  1815.  Their  marriage  oc¬ 
curred  in  1778,  and  as  a  result  of  this  union  there 
was  born,  in  1780,  Elizabeth  Clifford,  who  married 
Francis  Savoy  of  Philadelphia,  in  1800,  and  alter 
the  latter’s  death,  in  1801,  was  wed  to  John  Vernon, 
in  1 802.  I  le  appears  to  be  identical  with  the  Lieuten¬ 
ant  William  Lindsay,  subject  of  a  letter  from  Cap- 
lain  Lee  to  General  Washington,  as  well  as  with  the 
Lieutenant  William  Lindsay  of  the  Second  Com¬ 
pany,  Fifth  Battalion,  Militia  of  the  Revolution, 
York  County,  Pennsylvania,  April  5,  1778,  who  in 
the  year  1779,  became  Captain  of  the  Seventh  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  same  Battalion. 

CLIFFORD 

Elizabeth  Clifford,  born  August  21,  1757,  married 
William  Alexander  Lindsay  in  1778,  died  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  June  24,  1815. 


Distaf 


EWING 

William  Ewing  was  born  about  1005-1070,  near 
Sterling  Castle  in  Scotland.  I  le  was  a  Catholic.  Mar¬ 
ried  lwi<e.  By  the  first  marriage  he  had  a  son 
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Nathaniel,  and  by  the  second  he  had  four  sons  and 
a  daughter,  William,  Joshua,  James,  Samuel  and 
Anne.  Nathaniel  and  his  half-brother  Joshua  settled 
in  Maryland  on  the  east  side  of  the  Susquehanna 
in  Cecil  County,  near  the  Pennsylvania  line. 
Nathaniel  Ewing  was  born  in  or  near  Coleraine 
County,  Londonderry,  Ireland,  in  or  about  1692. 
He  died  September  6,  1748,  having  migrated  to  this 
Country  in  1725  with  his  wife  Rachel  Porter  and 
their  children  then  born.  In  Maryland  where  they 
subsequently  settled  there  was  born  a  son  Alex¬ 
ander. 

Alexander  Ewing,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  his  wife 
Rachel,  was  born  about  1752  and  in  1755  married 
Jane  Kirkpatrick.  He  died  in  Maryland  in  1799, 
leaving  a  son  James. 

James  Ewing,  son  of  Alexander  and  Jane,  was 
born  in  or  about  1751,  died  in  Caroline  County, 
Maryland  in  1810,  married  Elizabeth  Griffith, 
daughter  of  John  Grilluh  (an  Officer  in  the  Seventh 
Maryland  Line)  and  Susannah  Edmunds,  on  the 
15th  day  of  February  1792. 

(James  Ewing’s  military  record  reveals  that  he 
was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  First  Regiment  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Smallwood’s  Brigade,  Colonel  Ortho  H.  Wil¬ 
liams  Commanding,  from  May,  1778  to  the  end  of 
the  war,  when  he  was  mustered  out  a  Captain.  On 
July  (),  1781,  Captain  Ewing  was  admitted  to  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  becoming 
a  subscriber  to  its  Original  Institution.) 

James  Ewing  died  shortly  after  the  birth,  in  1795, 
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of  his  son  Robert  Ewing,  leaving  his  widow  him 
surviving.  The  latter  subsequently  married  Jesse 
Turner,  Esq.,  of  Kent  County,  Delaware,  whom  she 
likewise  survived. 

Robert  Ewing  married  Caroline  Maslin,  of  Caro¬ 
line  County,  Maryland,  Sept.  13,  1842. 

Issue:  Caroline  Maslin  (born  at  Philadelphia,  Au¬ 
gust  11,  1844),  who  married  John  Vernon  Bouvier, 
Oct.  27,  18G4.  She  died  in  New  York  City,  January 
20,  1929. 

Issue:  John  Vernon  Bouvier,  Jr.,  Caroline  Bou¬ 
vier  (born  May  20,  1807;  died  November  20,  1809). 

John  Vernon  Bouvier,  Jr.,  married  Maude  F ran¬ 
ees  Sergeant,  April  10,  1890. 

Issue:  John  Vernou  III,  William  Sergeant  (died 
Oct.  8,  1929),  Edith  Ewing,  Maude  Rcppelin, 
and  Michelle  Caroline  (twins). 

GRIFFITH 

John  Griffith  married,  in  1709,  Susannah  Ed¬ 
munds,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Alice  Edmunds, 
of  Dorchester  County,  Maryland. 

John  Crifhth  was  enrolled  as  ensign  in  the 
Bucks  Company,  Captain  Benjamin  Keene,  No¬ 
vember  30,  1775;  ensign  1st  Maryland  Battalion  of 
the  Flying  Camp,  June,  December  1770;  First 
Lieutenant  Seventh  Regiment  Maryland  Line, 
Colonel  John  Gunby,  December  10,  1770,  resigned 
March  22,  1777;  March  27,  1777,  F i rs t  Lieutenant, 
2nd  Battalion  Peter  Adams,  Lieut.  Col.,  General 
William  Smallwood’s  Brigade;  Second  Lieutenant 
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Dorchester  County,  Maryland  Militia,  Colonel  Rob¬ 
ert  Harrison,  May  2,  1778,  and  August  23,  1781. 

Issue:  Elizabeth  Griffith,  born  March  30,  1770, 
died  Sept.  29,  1811,  married  Feb.  15,  1792,  Captain 
James  Ewing. 

MASLIN 

Thomas  Maslin,  its  founder  in  America,  was 
born  in  England  about  1092.  He  migrated  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Kent  County,  Maryland  in  1710.  Married 
in  1712  Jane  llritain,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons, 
Thomas  II,  born  Oct.  3,  1711,  and  James,  born 
Dec.  21,  1717.  He  died  in  1717,  leaving  his  wife 
him  surviving. 

Thomas  Maslin  II,  born  Oct.  3,  1714,  married 
Ann  Lamb,  about  1735. 

Issue:  James,  Thomas  III,  Francis. 

Thomas  Maslin  Ill,  born  about  1736,  married  in 
1759,  Martha  Glenn.  He  died  in  1812. 

Issue:  Eleven  children,  among  whom  was  Michael 
Miller  Maslin. 

Michael  Miller  Maslin,  born  in  Kent  County, 
Maryland,  circa  1788,  married  at  York,  Penna., 
August  13,  1810,  Eliza  Sarah  Mohler  (she  died  23 
days  after  her  husband’s  decease  or  on  Oct.  31, 
1852).  He  died  Oct.  8.  1852. 

Issue:  Fen  children,  among  whom  was  Caroline 
Maslin. 

Caroline  Maslin,  born  in  Caroline  County,  Mary¬ 
land,  1822,  married  Robert  Ewing,  (son  of  James), 
Sept.  13,  1812.  She  died  January  20,  1818. 

Issue:  Virginia,  Caroline,  Athalia,  Josephine. 
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A  CATHOLIC  ALTAR-AN  AMERICAN 

SHRINE 


Quaintly  hidden  away  in  the  very  heart  of 
Old  Philadelphia;  almost  forgotten  in  the 
swift  procession  of  the  eager  years,  stands  the 
picturesque  little  brick  church  of  St.  Mary’s, 
gently  linking  with  its  memories— the  Quaker 
City  of  to-day  with  its  romantic  and  colorful 
yesterdays. 

Here,  in  this  lovely  shrine  of  Catholic  Faith, 
for  nearly  two  hundred  years,  the  rosy  glow 
of  the  tabernacle  lamp  has  steadily  flamed  the 
Presence  of  the  Sacramental  Christ  and  His 
Message  of  Peace  to  a  restless  world. 

In  the  shadow  of  her  ancient  walls,  their 
great  souls  forever  stilled,  sleep  America’s 
Patriotic  Dead— Moylan,  Fitzsimons,  and  the 
stout-hearted  Jack  Parry,  Father  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Navy.  Here  too  lies  Meade,  the  father  of 
the  Victor  of  Gettysburg. 

Those  who  have  loved  America  have  loved 
St.  Mary’s.  Her  bells  once  called  Washington 
to  prayer  and  the  gallant  Lafayette  knelt  hum¬ 
bly  at  her  altar  while  the  shrill  note  of  the 
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bugle  proclaimed  the  Solemn  Blessing  of  the 
God  of  Battles  upon  American  Arms. 

From  out  of  the  portals  of  St.  Mary’s,  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Lafayette  marched  to  victory,  and 
within  that  Sacred  Temple,  they  together 
thanked  God  for  their  triumph  at  Yorktown. 

Once  the  Cathedral  of  Philadelphia,  St. 
Mary’s  today  is  just  a  wayside  shrine,  sweet 
with  the  perfume  of  her  yesterdays.  The  mem¬ 
ory  of  her  stories  past  is  as  fragrant  incense 
and  round  her  altar  echo  lovingly  the  whis¬ 
pered  Avcs  of  a  bygone  day.  The  years  have 
treated  her  none  too  kindly— the  changing  tide 
of  the  city,  has  left  her— once  the  Lighthouse  of 
Catholic  Truth— needy  and  alone. 

In  the  Grave-yard  adjoining  this  Church  are  Buried 

Commodore  John  Barry 

Father  of  the  American  Navy 
Me  was  chosen  by  the  Continental  Congress  to 
Command  the  First  Warship  Owned  by  the 
Colonies  and  Me  fought  the  last  Naval 
Battle  of  the  Revolution. 

Thomas  Fitzsimons 

Signer  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
Member  of  the  Continental  Congress 
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George  Meade 

Grandfather  of  General  George  Gordon  Meade 

Commander  of  the  Union  Army  at  Gettysburg. 

General  Stephen  Moylan 

Aide-dc-Camp  to  Washington 

Muster  Master  General,  Commander  of  all  the 
Cavalry  at  the  Close  of  the  Revolution. 

At  the  Close  of 
Revolution. 

Following  the  Surrender  of  the  British  under 
Cornwallis  to  Washington  at  Yorktown, 
the  Armies  of  the  Republic  and  of  France  joined 
in  a  Solemn  Mass  of  Thanksgiving  and  the 
Conquered  Flags  of  Great  Britain  were  laid  upon 
the  Altar  Steps  of  this  Old  Church  of 
Saint  Mary. 

November  -1th,  1781. 

THE  STATE  FENCIBLES 

The  State  Fcncibles  was  organized  in  1813  as  an 
infantry  unit  of  the  Pennsylvania  Militia,  and  it  is 
stated  that  they  were  at  brandy  wine.  Not  in  combat, 
the  organization  for  nearly  half  a  century  was  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  Clement  C.  Biddle,  and  Colonel 
Page.  The  personnel  of  the  Organization  in  the  early 
days  was  of  the  same  class  as  the  City  Troop.  The  Organi¬ 
zation  kept  up  some  activity  and  held  its  meetings  at 
the  mansion  of  Captain  Biddle,  on  I  ilteentb  and  Arth 
Streets. 

In  1871  an  organization  known  as  Company  A  of  the 
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1th  Regiment  Fire  Zouaves,  under  command  of  Captain 
John  W.  Ryan,  took  over  the  name  and  equipment  of 
the  original  State  Fencibles.  This  company  being  re¬ 
designated  by  the  State  authorities  naturally  was  a 
continuity  of  the  Fencibles.  Captain  Ryan  was  known 
as  an  expert  drill-master  and  the  organization  soon 
became  famous  lor  its  exhibition  drills  in  public.  The 
Fencibles  then  met  in  what  was  the  old  city  armory 
on  broad  Street  below  Rate. 

Some  years  later  it  was  organized  into  a  battalion  of 
four  companies  and  Captain  Ryan  was  commissioned 
Major.  This  battalion  was  made  up  of  a  line  class  of 
O dicers  and  men,  and  during  the  Spanish-Amcrican 
War  was  attached  to  the  6th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry. 
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